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Ix che following ſlices: 
the names Father and” Mot 
applied to the elders, it ap 
Mr. Campe's converſations are not 
held with his own children, but pu 
pils: yet as a family circle. is-uſu-. 
ally more intereſting to young „ 
ple, than one farther removed, he 
ee has taken the ſenſe lite - 
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In relating the diſcovery of Ame- 
rica, Mr. Campe has given their full 
merit to the adventurers, for cou- 
rage, patience, perſeverance, genius, 
and all the good qualities they poſ- 
ſeſſed; retracing with a merciful 
hand the atrocious deeds that diſ- 
graced them, and ſkil fully preſerv- 
ing the medium he has expreſſed i in 
his preface, in neither giving his 
pupils, on their entrance into life, 
the exaggerated idea, that their co- 
temporaries are angels or fiends, 
but mortals. poſſeſſing a mingled 
ſhare of uprightneſs and error. At 
the ſame time he ſtrongly inculcates 
thoſe virtues that dignify human 
nature, exempliſying them, as op- 
portunities occur, in the courſe of 
his narrative. Inciting his youth- 
ful auditors to follow meritorious 
: anpes. he r 8 8 88 my chil- 
| '_ aren, 


| OE OR 

: dren,” have thoſe youths Shi 

guiſhed themſelves, even in their 
early years, who aſpired to great ac- 

tions. Rejoice then, if, like, Colum- 

bus, you poſſeſs that youthful ar- 
dour which leads to noble purſuits; 


; but if you cannot yet give your- 
: | ſelves that pleaſing teſtimony, haſt- 
' en, I conjure you, to endeavour to 
obtain it, for in a ſhort time the 


years of preparation will be elapſed, 

gone without recall ; a loſs never to 

5 be repaired!” ES 

Io impreſs their minds with 5 | 

1 titude and patience under misfor- 

8 tune, and to implant a firm reliance 

\ | on Providence, are leading features 
.in this Work, and which the Author 


G illuſtrates, not only by the conduct of 
Columbus, but by his own feelings. 
5 3 Expericnce,” lays he, 2 * taught 


5 | : 73 a 3 | me, _ L 


. 
ne, that by ſupporting misfortunes 
with fortitude and patience, and 
firmly relying on the Divine will, 
the miſts of ſorrow will diſperſe 
when leaſt expected; the night of 
tribulation paſs like a dream, and 
the ſun of unexpected pleaſure en- 
_ liven with its cheering influence the 
human ſoul. Learn, my children, 
and let this truth be engraven on 


our hearts, that in the hour of trial i 


it may ſuſtain your ſinking ſpirits, 


That thoſe heavy calamities which at 


the time I confidered as my greateſt 


__ - misfortune, have been the imme- 


_ diate baſis on which Providence has 


. . eſtabliſhed my future ſucceſſes. 
__ "Convinced of this, I have learned to 


ſubmit with reſignation to whatever 

it ſhall pleaſe God to inflict; aſſured 
that his infinite wiſdom i is the beſt 

15 1 8 þ : - Juoge 


„ 
judge of What is proper for the 
weakneſs of the creatures he has 


made.“ 
For an endeavour to diſperſe ſen- 


timents like the ſe, the Tranſlator 
can make no apology, and can My 
wiſh that her power equalled her 


inclination to impreſs them in in- 


delible characters on the minds of 
the riſing generation. ME 
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THE 


AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


— 7 


Ir 1s ſome years ſince I formed 5 
5 the deſign of compoſing a ſucceſhon 


of little Works, calculated to inform, _ wy 


in a uſeful and agreeable manner, 
the age of infancy and youth. The 
thought occurred to me from ob- 


ſerving the abſolute want of ſuch a 3 


collection, made with care, and par- 
ticularly with a view to thoſe N 
periods. To attain this end the 
choice of materials was principally 

to be conſidered, and the gradation 


e W 


4 


* a 
1 a 
bi Ta 


(6:5: 
neceſſary to be obſerved both in 


the ſubjects and the ſtyle, that they 
might be ſo far adapted to the pur- 
_ Poſe, that young people of every 


age might be ſucceſſively inſtructed 
and amuſed. This is what J in part 


attempted to execute when 1 pub- 


liſhed La petite Bibliotheque des 


Enfans,“ and * Robinſon le Jeune;” 


which laſt ought to precede the 


| hiſtories of Columbus and Cortez ; 

the children who have read my 

former works being the ſole read- 
ers J had in view when I digeſted 

the preſent, I have conſidered no 
greater ſtock of ideas neceſſary than 

__ thoſe acquired from the peruſal of 


the books alluded to; and what 


Robinſon has left imperfect in the 
development of theſe ideas, will be 
_ ; ealily completed 
5 hy . of Shan may on this ac- 


Columbus; 


count 


WE 
count be found in ſome meaſure 


more elevated than that of the 
former work. 


It may be alked,: for when kind of ho 


reading the hiſtory of Columbus is 
to prepare my young Readers? F 


anſwer, For the hiſtories of Corte: 


and Pizarro, which will immedi» 
ately follow it, and afterwards. for 
a cdllection of voyages properly 4 | 
ranged for their inſtruction. 

the compoſition of ſuch a e 


I would introduce no idea of co.. 


mography, geography, hiſtory, &. 
that may not have been pre viouſiy 


acquired by the peruſal of the works 
before mentioned, and a courſe f 
ordinary ſtudies. To this I purpoſe 
to. dedicate my few leiſure: hours 


for ſome years to come, as it appears 
to me that they cannot be better or 3 - 


employed; for, if any 
. . 


more uin 


n 
thing may be judged capable * 
forming the character of a young 
man, enlarging without fatigue or 
diſguſt the ſphere of his obſervation 
upon men and manners, and of 
arming him betimes againſt thoſe 
romantic reveries which the faſhion- 
able books of the preſent age ap- 
Pear ſolicitous to inculcate; in ſhort, 
if any thing can give him a ſalutary 
' contempt for the affected jargon of 
frivolity, of ſentiment, and of, falſe 
_ delicacy, with which theſe danger- 
" ous productions are filled, and in- 
ſpire him, on the contrary, with a 
taſte for chaſte and profitable amuſe- 


ments, 'tis doubtleſs a ſimilar col- 


lection of voyages, where the au- 
thor, in the choice of the events, 
and the manner of relating them, 
ſhall have confined his attention 
ſolely to this object. Such is the 

Et). 3 e 


1 
which 1 have formed, a plan to 
which the preſent work may be 
confidered as a n n > 
tive. © 
From what has ben faid, it may 
be underſtood why I have preferred 
the form of dialogue. If the inter- 
locutors leſs frequently interrupt 
the principal narrative, the reaſon 
Is obvious; I was myſelf lefs fre- 
quently interrupted in the recitals 
I addreſſed to my young pupils; ß 
| which recitals the preſent work isn 
5 but a faithful tranſcript, and paſ- 
| lages that required an GANT | 
more rarely occurred. Aue 
The ſources from aches I have 
„ drawn the materials for this work 
being generally known, I thought 
it unneceſſary to point them out; 
but the informed reader will eaſily 
a ae chat, far from following 


* 


ILL : > 58 | , them 


(1 


| them at random, I have ſelected 


with the moſt ſcrupulous attention, 
adopting ſometimes one author, 
fometimes another, as it appeared 


to me more clear and: ſatisfactory. 


In doubtful circumſtances, or where 
I could diſcover no ſolid reaſon to 
determine me, I have been almoſt 


_ conſtantly guided by an author “, 


who to the penetration of the Eng- 
liſhman has joined the indefatigable 


perſeverance of the German. I 


have nevertheleſs at different times 
had occaſion to reject ſome errors 


that have ſlid into his work, but on 


events of little importance. 
1 have more than once in my 
ein publications advanced 


this principle: The tutor, far from 
» * to his pupils the dark 


* „ Robertſon. *__ W 
ſide 


ju - 


fide of human nature, ſhould, on 


the contrary, employ his utmoſt {kill 
to conceal it, leſt he ing birth to 


the following idea: Since other 
men are naturally inclined to vice, 
it is unjuſt to require us to be an 


exception to the general rule. 21 
am aware that I may be reproachec 


with deviating myſelf from the 
principles I have laid down, in pub- 


liſhing, for the amuſement of youth, 


a narrative replete with traits of 
injuſtice, rapine, and inhumanity. 
To this charge I anſwer, Firſt, that 
the book is not deſigned for. the 
early ſtages of childhood, but for 
thoſe who are approaching adoleſ- 
cence, nay, who have already at- 
tained it. Secondly, I entreat my 


accuſers to recollect the reſtriction 


I annexed to my precept, viz. that 
as We * advanced in years, 
and 


* 


— 


( wi ) 
and the time of their entering, into 
the world drew nigh, it was neceſ- 
ſary by degrees to unveil the truth, 
and with infinite precaution to diſ- 
cover to them the caprice and in- 
juſtice of men, leſt, finding them- 
ſelves deceived in the flattering 
picture they had drawn, from imag- 
ing a ſociety of angels, they fall 
into the oppoſite extreme, and take 
their fellow creatures for ſo many 
fiends. Thirdly, it is to be obſerved, 
that the ſame impreſſion is not made 
on the mind of the child when he 
is told that ſuch or ſuch villains 
lived ſome centuries ago, as when 
he is informed they exiſt among his 
Wotemporaries. With reſpect to 
the effect. this information may pro- 
-  -duee, it depends wholly upon the 
c colours under which it is repre- 
fented to ang young mind; which 
N colours 


(ii 


| colours may, according to the man- 


ner in which they are ſelected and” 


employed, cauſe the picture to ope- 
rate in uniſon with, or in oppoſition 
to, the ideas of the painter. Tis 

from this choice and preparation 


that I dare flatter myſelf the expe- | : 


rienced tutor will find that I have 

not deviated from my point. 
The flattering manner in n 

the public have replied to my queſ. 


tion, Whether this work ſhould . 
be committed to the preſs, has 


touched me in the molt lively man- 
ner, and I ſincerely wiſh it may 


anſwer the expectations of thoſe 
who have ſo warmly intereſted 
themſelves in its ſucceſs. They 


who peruſe it will readily diſcover 
that my object in compoſing it was 


3 


the ſame as that I have always had 
much at. heart, VIZ, not only für- 
INI 


2 


* vii) 


niſhing the minds of my pupils 2 
uſeful and agreeable knowledge, 
but inflaming them with an ardent 
zeal for their religion, and a love of 
the ſocial virtues, arming them be- 
times with a courage that will ren- 
der them proof againſt adverſity, 
and inſpiring them with a lively 
deſire of ſignalizing themſelves by 
'ats of humanity and public utility. 
Heaven grant that I may not fail in 
my intention! Tis the ſweet, the 
grateful reward I expect for my 
feeble efforts: this attained, I dn ; 
8 ingly: renounce every neg. | 
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Job! ben a are you "x Wark rg 
Cliriſtuan, What's to be Dis now? --. WES 2, 
Nicholas. Make baſte and call the reſt; 45 


my father is going to tell us a ſtory. 5 "abs 
All. How delightful ! 8 


"Frederic. lay I not fetch my eh 7 
and ſiſter, Papa? / 


* — 


The Fathers. With 41 wy: 
goes out.) TH FINS 


to: Nicholas. What is my father 
going to relate to u? 847 


ole, dee kitene yet; but 1 dare ; 
Vor. . 8 2 & B Roe 
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8 : COLUMBUS. 
| fay it will be. as pleaſing as Robinſon 
| - Cruſoe. 33 
Frederic A oaks, fellowed by 
Henry, John, Peter, Ferdinand, Mathias, 
Charles, and Charlotte, all exclaiming—Are | 
you indeed, my dear e going to tell us 
a ſtory? | 
The Father. Yes, my children, if i it will - 
contribute to your amuſement... 
. Oh! chat it will. Now, Papa. 
Charlotte. Don't be ſo haſty; my father 
. will be good enough to 0 till 1 have 


© called Mamma. 


The | Father. * Vudbubtealy,- my tive: 
your mother muſt be of the party. Will 


you requeſt ber to — us with yew Gone! 


- aps 
ur mother; wiel the whole: party 3 


Areſſng them ſaid, Well, my children, 


* Charlotte 4 . minutes nnd: 


Placed, the Father, after a ſhort, pauſe, ad- 


whole hiſtory do you think I. mean to re- 
"SES. Þ 7 3* : — . 7 — * \Y 
L 5 7 15 p * « N . ö . 4 : 
< \ 6 * * 4 , . . p 
| | 


corbusvs. age CE 8. 


The: Father.  Doubtleſs. it is nowz but 
perhaps you may gueſs when I inform vo, 
that I mean to give the hiſtory. of the moſt 
remarkable charaQter that ever exiſted; a 
man, who, made one of the moſt important 
diſcoveries, and to whom we owe many of 
the conveniences of life, and alſo much in- 
formation, that we ſhould- not otherwiſe : 
have poſſeſſed. Well, now, can you judged; 

Theophilus. I think you mean Peter Hele. 

The Father. And why. do. Io. particus: | pd 
larly gueſs him?. 1 
Theophilus, Becauſe he was. inge dead, 
and the firſt inventor of watches. 9 
Frederic. Ah! I remember reading chat; I) 12 
and alſo that watches were, then called, a 

the egg, of Nuremberg. 1 a he 

Henry. I think there. are more inter- 
ing inventions than thoſe. ts 

. Charlotte. - Now, it is my. opinion that, 
Papa. means the man at Brunſwick, who. i in. 
vented eee whoſe name 1, 
bave forgotten. . 


» a Fe — 7 f : ; 
be 1 7. 1 N . 225 FF 7 1 0 as 5 8 | 
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32 


; . . coLunnus, WD: 


01 Mirbaicalhſ. 1 know not 255 be 
ſhould be named before Moumme, ihe in- 
ventor of the Brunſwick Nane tat bears his : 
TT: TL OR 

Ne Father.” Well; ſince yoo" cannot 
guels, 1 mult inform you that mean Co- 
lunbus, who firſt diſcovered America. 7 

© John. Oh, I am glad to hear it, for 1 
have already read of him. 

Die Father. Well, then, be attentive. | 
Near three hundred and fifty years ago, at | 
Genoa in Italy, there dwelt a man named 
- Gbriſtopher Columbus. Ol. his birth little 
is knovn, except that his anceſtors gained 
bi bw” 1 55 - their living by navigation; à circumſtance 
1 1 2 may perhaps account for his having 
| from his childhood a decided preference 
st a ſea-faring life, which he at 1 
55 „ ——_ 

Firm his early youth he poſſeſſed thoſe 

3 -difpoſitions requifite.to form a ſkilful navi- 

= 35 3 Sit, and a great and good man. He was 


courageous and reſolute; contemned idle- 


- nels, 1 and * to ö 
5 | bf FR n . 00 


ca 


"34 


: „ 


EE cotbnzus. 3 1 


— 


his e with dainties, which, while hey 


pleaſe the palate, deſtroy, the chealth 5,ip - 
. ſhort, he was the declared enemy of lux- 
ury and frivolity, and conſtantly employed 
in ſome ſtudy that might render him herg- - 


after, uſeful to his fellow - creatures. As 


he vas informed, that in order tb Rudyithe - 
_ ſciences -ſucceſsfully it was; firſt ork 


to learn Latin, on account of che number 


of uſeful books in that language, he imme 


diately applied ſo aſſiduouſly, that he ſpeg- © 


dily acquired a knowledge e e 10 
alſiſt him in bis purſuits. eee 


It was then that be could profit by * 5 


inſtrvelloy of his maſters, which he 18- 1 HH 


ceived with ſuch. avidity, that in à hort 
time he made ſo great a progreſs in geogta- 


phy, geometry, altronomy, and drawing, | 
that he was capable of going to ſea in „ 
fourteenth year, poſſeſſed of all the A 1 
ledge neceſſary for a ſkilful navigator. 
Thus, my children, have thoſe youth 1 | 0 
tinguiſhed themſelves, even in their early | 
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6 COLUMBUS, 


it is true that, according to the German 
proverb, The branch ſhould be bent while the 

tree is green. Rejoice, then, if like Co- 

lumbus you feel that noble ardour which 
Heads to great'purſuits: . but if you cannot 
yet give yourſelves that pleaſing teſtimony, 

haſten 1 conjure you to endeavour to de- 
ſerve it; for in a ſhort time the years of 
preparation will be elapfed— think of this, 

my children—gone without —_— a loſs 

neuer to be repaired. 

JI 0o return to Columbus. He ſerved bis 

apprenticeſhip in the Mediterranean, to 

which ſea the navigation of his country- 

men was then®onfined; but this ' ſphere 

vas much too contrafted for a ſpirit that 

Vas emulous pf performing ſome great ac- 

5 uon that had yet been unatiempted. 
He therefore ſought occaſion to make 
Fs Jong voyages; and after failing to che North 

Seas, where he greatly extended bis know- 
5 ledge, he engaged himſelf in the ſervice of 
a captain, one of his relations, who had at 
His own expence fitted out ſome armed 
: hk 


4 


rr, + -: 7 


ſhips, to cruiſe alternately againſt the Ve- 
netians and the Turks. 
Frederic. What 4s meant by oe 
Bar: 2 
The Father. Tis navigating, in order to 
watch the enemy's ſhips, and if OP. 
to take them. 
Frederic. In the dme manner as 1 re- 
member reading Admiral Rodney adted 
- ith regard to the Spaniſh veſſels, 
Ne Father. The ſame. In this cruiſe . 


Providence reſerved him for more glorious 

., exploits. The veſſel which he commanded 

being engaged with a Venetian ſhip, our 
young hero had prove&himſelf a model 
of valour; when juſt at the moment he was 
on the point of boarding the enemy, his 
| veſſel took fre. I judge you underſtand 
what I mean by the word boarding? g 
Mathias, It is, Papa, when one ſhip 
750 grapples another ſo ſtrongly, that it cannot 


e itſelf; in which caſe, the crew 5 


* oj fight 


Columbus would 'bave loſt his life had not 


8 | | COLUMBUS, 8 


fight upon the decks with ſword and piſtol, | 
until one of the parties ſurrender. ;; 
Due Father. Well explained. But re- 
| preſent to yourſelf two veſſels thus grap- 
pled finking at the ſame time, and no ſhip 
in fight to ſave the crews, In this dread- 
[i ful ſtate was Columbus: but even then, 
| 5 neither his prudence, intrepidity, nor pre- 
ji | ſence of mind forſook him; for, throwing 8 
himſelf into the ſea, he ſeized a floating 
oar, by the aid of wlach he fortunately 
gained the enn at the eee * wo. 
| leagues, + 1 15 
Henry. Pray, father, what is ag compu- 5 
tation of a ſea league? | 
T he Father. Three quarters of a Se : 
2 or nearly four miles and a half Engliſh. 
Columbus ſaved himſelf on the coaſt. of 
Portugal, and had no ſooner recovered his 
fatigue, than he reſolved to vole: the ca- 
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wreck contributed greatly to abcelerate'the p 90 *4 
glorious courſe-he'i afterwards purſued) _ 
and may prove to us, that the benefi- 
eence of Providence frequently exerts * 1-274 
ſelf in our favour, even from our ſeeming 5 
misfortunes.” Attend, and 1 will- explain 
this. The Portugueſe were at this period 
the moſt {kilful ſailors in: ihe world; they 
had ſailed farther into the Atlantic Oecam 
which was then little known, than any other 
nation, and had been recompenſedie fur 
their intrepidity by the diſcoverycof wg. 
iſlands,” which wy and. Porto Sando and 
Fe,, 65S woe wile bog: cM 
Charles. They a are no 0 great a — 
Alrica. 193 fn wa oi SAL by: | 
Die Father.” The lame. This luce i 
dused thoſe enterprifing men to venture 
yet farther in their purſuiis, until atllength+ - 
they formed the great -deſign/ of endea- 
vouring to find a paſſage by ſea to Indi 4 72600 
Frederic. They could not; be: long in 7 
making that diſcovery. 01 tron enables 5-5: 
"The Father. Why do ybu ſbppoſe W 5 
. ; ON e Erdi.. Ts 


. col. uu zus. 


Ferdinand. It vas only neceſſary to con- 
ſult the map, to have immediately ſeen that 
they muſt keep the coaſt of Africa, double 
the Cape of Good Hope, continue their 
courſe up the other ſide of Africa, and they 
immediately reach India. ene with 
tus finger on the map.) 

Die Father. Truly, Ferdinand, you are 
rights: but was it not very extraordinary 
chat formerly they were ſtudying for a 
Whole century what we diſcover at a ſingle 
vi e e D 
Jyoln. But we hives: a map to conſult; 

and alſo know the | poſſibility of n 
the Cape. 
Tie Father. F nd, 3 your 
brother. Pray, did not the people of thoſe 
dauays poſleſs a map of Africa?. And were 
they uninformed of the prafieflity of 
doubling the Cape? © 
—E Undoubtedly they were ; abick 
made them anxious to diſcover India by 
taking a courſe round Africa. - 
Deny. m_ find, by ancient geo- 
i 4 | mw | 
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graphy, that they knew 1 more 


chan the northern part of Africa, and a 
ſmall part of Ethiopia; but whether the 
land ended on the ſouth ſide, or extended 


to the South Pole, the ancient were unac- 
quainted( 2. 


. The Father. You "a <BYs my dear Dans 


IO if this be true, we might not have 


been wiſer, had we then exiſted, than the 


Portugueſe, In this caſe it appears to me, 
as if ſome one at the preſent time were to 


aſk. us how we ſhould reach India by ſail- 


ing round North America, or, otherwiſe, by 
the north-eaſt of Europe and Aſia. Well, 


vill your charts furniſh you W an anſwen 


to that queſtion? © "3577 10 
Ferdinand. No, Pata. 5 8 
The Father, Why not: 
| Ferdinand. Becauſe it is not ſpecifiedivn 


the map whether there i is, or is not, to the * 
c It is related, that by order of a King of: Egypt the 


- Phenician navigators failed round Africa; but there 
eee - , . 


WITS f B 6 | - north 
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north of America and Ae a ſea ”"m o 
all parts. n 

The Father. Why is it not AIP: 
455 + Moline: Moſt probably becauſe the 
geographer was ignorant of it himſelf, 

The Father, Agreed. But why ſhould 
he be ſo, when he had nothing farther to 
do than to read ohren, of Oe! that 
had paſſed by the north? 
Ferdinand. Perhaps no perſonhad made 
that Voyage. 5 14 

- | The: Father. Do you not a at once 
conceive chat it was neceſſary, above three 
bundred years ago, to begin by making ats . 
| tempts in order to diſcover the PREG 

of reaching India by ſea? 2134 
Ferdinand. It muſt be ſo, 1 now derte 

f comprehend. Ap v4 WV 
Nie Father Cotunbus Aha whacked 
55 Liſbon, his knowledge and talents ſoon 


__ procured bim the friendſhip of many ſkil- 


ful, navigators, ,in. which circle, they fre- 
| RO nnn he intended plan 


A Vrederie. 
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Frederic. Pray, father, which way” did 
they. go to India at that period? 

The Father. In thoſe days the Venetians 
were the only nation that traded to India, 
the produttions of which country they re- 
ceived. by the Red Sea and the Mediterra- 
nean; but thoſe. two ſeas, as you well 
know, have.no communication, being ſepa- 
rated by a conſiderable iſthmus. When 
the veſſels reached this iſthmus they were 
obliged to be unladen, and the merchan- 

_ diſe carried, either by land er by ſmall 

boats on the canals to Alexandria in Egypt, f 

from hence they were ſent dy the Medi- 3, 

terranean to Venice. 67 

The neceſſity of lading and dns b hs 5 

veſſels, and the remittance of the goods o 

Alexandria; muſt (neceſſarily cramp the 

commerce of India fo greatly, that it is 
hnaturahto ſuppoſeathe diſcovery of a way, 

by ſea was regarded of the utmoſt imm 

portance. Chance dl ſo led to another cir- 

5 ee which en alien 
ar"; * PRs 1705 
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portant deſign of Columbus. He married 
the daughter of a captain who had been 
of the party in making the diſcovery of the 
Iſles of Porto Santo and Madeira, and by 
this union enjoyed the advantage of peruſ- 
ing the journals and maps of a . navi- 
gator. 41 
He ſtudied them with unwearied atten- 
tion, until by frequent peruſal his incli- 
nation for diſcoveries daily gained ſtrength, 
and he reſolved to viſit thoſe newly found 
iſlands: he accordingly embarked for Ma- 
deira, vhere during ſeveral years he carried 
on a lucrative commerce, trading alter- 
nately to the Canaries, the * of Arien 
and the Azores. 8 
Tze Mother ( ironically). Pray did he not 
take his wife with him in theſe voyages? 
TDiue Father. I ſhould think not, as none 
of bis hiſtorians have eee cir- 
cumſtanctce. | 
The Mother. Then Lew: reſolved he ſhall 
ala faber n. e chil- 
20 | 9 5 dren, 
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able relaxation. 
Charloite. Oh ! Mamma, thus you always 
ſerve us whenever Papa comes to an inter- 


eſting part. 


| Theophilus: Never mind, Charlotte; * 
Mamma's only incentive is our health, and 


to teach us not to give way to impatience. 


All. Well then, to work, to work to 


play—let's.be merry. 


DI IALOGUE U. 5 


Ja.” « 


5 Tur Father. Duriog the ſhort vojage 
that Columbus made to the Canaries, h 
enterpriſing ſpirit was continually em 

ployed on one great idea to which bis 
reſidepce at Liſbon had given birth. 
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dren, you have attended long enough for 
one time; a little gardening wil be an agree- 


* 
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lleaſt appertains unto it. The Wen 
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What,“ ſaid he, as he rellected on the 
fabje&, * is it poſſible that there ſhould 
not be a nearer way to the Indies than that 
fought by the Portugueſe of ſailing round 
Africa? Surely, if, on leaving Europe, ſail 
were conſtantly made directly weſtward 
rough the Atlantic Ocean, it would lead 
to a land which muſt be India, or which at 


*”. 


undoubtedly round; and if ſo, God has 
moſt probably created in the oppoſite he- 
miſphere a country habitable by man and 
other creatures; for it is not likely that it 
mould be entirely compoſed of water. In- 
dia is perhaps much more extenſive than- 
is generally imagined, and poſſibly extends- 
towards the. eaſt, near Europe; if therefore 
the courſe were directed right. weſtward, it. 
muſt inevitably be attained,” * 

** Suck was: his firſt reaſoning-on the pro- 
bability of the oppoſite ſide of our globe 

being habirable; an idea that was ſtrength 5 
ened by much' reflection and obſervation, 4:59 
£ ariſing among others from theſe cireum. 
. ſtances: 


— 
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Ratio The maſter of a Portugueſe veſſel 
having advanced a conſiderable way into the 
Atlantic Ocean, failing weſtward, drew up 


a piece of wood brought by that wind, and 


which evidently bore the marks of labour: 
this ſtrongly corroborated bis ſuppo- 

ſition: that towards the weſt there was an 
inhabited country. The brother-in-law of 


Columbus failing from Madeira weſtward 


had alſo found a ſimilar plank. They had 
likewiſe from time to time diſcovered on 
the coaſt of che Azores But before 1 
proceed, let me aſk you if you recolle&: 
where thoſe iſles are ſituated? - 

Chriſtian. Undoubtedly we e. They 
are in the Atlantic Ocean, between Zu- 
rope and America, and are alſo 3 . 
Spur lands! 5 

-The Father. Well e on hs PR 
coal of 'theſe iflands they had frequently | 
found trees of a ſpecies unknown to Gen. 
brought by the ſame winds: and what ren- 
dered their idea yet more probable than-all-I 
have related to. you, wi that one day the 

7 FE Nes 
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waves threw on the ſame coaſt the bodies of 
two men whoſe perſons they conſidered pe- 
culiarly remarkable, as they neither reſem- 
bled Europeans, nor yet the inhabitants of 
Aſia or Africa. Columbus carefully re- 
flected on theſe different circumſtances, 
and compared them with what he had ſtu- 
died both from ancient and modern au- 
thors reſpecting India; the whole of which 
contributed to * e into 
conviction. 
le was ee not to truſt en- 
tirely to bis own judgment, and therefore 
conſulted a man, whoſe penetration and 
underſtanding were at that time in high 
eſtimation. His name was Paul; he was a 
phyſician, and reſided at Florence, a eity in 
Italy. This wiſe man conſidered the ob- 
ſervalions of Columbus of the greateſt im- 
| portance; communicated to him ſome ob- 
ſervations he himſelf had made on the ſame 
ſubjeQ; and concluded, by exhorting him 
to realize ſo great a project. 
From this time e Columbus was firmly re- 
EXE  folyed 
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ſolved on the enterpriſe ; but as it re- 
quired a fitting out far beyond the com- 
paſs of his fortune, he was neceſſitated to 
propoſe the execution to ſome ſuperior 
power. He did not heſitate a moment to 
devote the fruit of his future diſcoveries 


to his 'own country, rather than to any 
other ſtate; in «conſequence of which he 


preſented the plan, which he had dran 


5 up, to the Senate at Genoa; who, however, 
incapable of underſtanding the ſolidity of 
his reaſonings, took this great man for an 
idle projeQor, and deelined his offers. 


Columbus was not diſcouraged by this 3 


repulſe, and, having ſatisfied the duty he 
owed to his country, turned his thoughts 
towards Liſbon, which had lately ſignaliaed 
itſelf in enterpriſes of the ſame kind. His 


propoſal was liſtened to with che utmoſt 1 


attention; but having by degrees drawn : 
from him the whole of the plan, they were 
, © . guilty of the meaneſt We towards 
? i. And ht. Tas 
| "=: They 
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They had formed the efolotion of 45 
priving him of the honour he would obtain 
by ſuch intereſting diſcoveries; and with 
that view fitted out a veſſel in baſte, giving 
the direction to another commander to 

execute what Columbus had projected. 
This Captain accordingly ſet fail; but poſ- 
ſeſſing neither the ſpirit of emerpriſe nor 
the courage of the man whoſe right was 
thus infringed, he, aſter a ſhort voyage 
towards the weſt, renounced all hopes of 
ſuccelſs, and returned to Liſbon diſcon- 

tented and totally diſheartened. | 

Jolin. I am very glad that the fooliſh | 

| * treacherous Portugueſe did not ſuc- 
ceed in their _— to Soom n Co- 
lumbus. en | | 
The Father. That event aſk 2oubtleſs 
give us pleaſure; but, my dear boy, we 
ſhould be cautious of accuſing the whole 
of the Portugueſe nation with either folly 
or treachety, becauſe, three hundred years 
280, 8 or five ill- diſpoſed counleiow 
C per- 
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perſuaded che King to commit an unjuſt SAS 
ation, which was perhaps abhorred by all 
_ the reſt-of the country. 
| John, I only meant to_ condemn thoſe . 
who deviſed it, Father. N EE 
Mie Father. In that caſe you are per- 
fectly right: it was an a@ of the utmoſt 
meanneſs and treachery towards . Colum- 
bus, who felt himſelf ſo juſtly offended, 
that he immediately took the road to Ma- 
drid. | 
Charlotte. In W is it not, N | 
The Father. Undoubtedly. But fearful 
that his propoſals ſhould be rejected by the 
Court of Spain, he ſent his brother Bar- 
tholomew, who was entirely acquainted 
with his whole plan, to England, o ſee 
What could be obtained there 1 in his fa- | 
vour. | 4 
Tel ſurnamed the” Catholic, t | 
that period reigned in Spain. He was of, - 
a ſuſpicious and circumſpe temper, con- | 
ſequently - very cautious of entering into ee. 
| 9 expedition che ſucceſs of which W 
- GE POETS Ke <4 - garded Set 
ä ö . | "—_ . 
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PET) as the leaſt doubtful. His Queen 
Iſabella was of a more enterpriſing tem- 
per; but ſhe depended entirely upon her 
huſband, and entered into no arrangements 
whatever without his approbation: added 
It to this, unfortunately for Columbus, the 
King of Spain was at that time engaged in 
a war vich the laſt King of the Moors“, 
who had eſtabliſhed his empire in Granada, | 

a province in Spain. | EY 
Ferdinand and Iſabella, notwithſtanding 
their circumſtances, received Columbus 
vith diſtinguiſhed kindneſs; and liſtened to 
bis plan with great attention; but before 
they returned a deciſive anſwer, they laid 
his project before ſome counſellors, who 
unfortunately were not ſufficiently enlight- 


* 'The Moors were a people that from Arabia had 
\ formed themſelves a ſettlement in the upper part of 
Africa, from whence they paſſed into Spain, the greater 
part of which they ſubdued ; but the original inhabi- 
tants having at length made head againſt them ſuc- 
+ cxeded, after a long and obſtinate conteſt, in forcing 
them to evatuate Spain and retire to Africa. 


ened 


8 
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ened to comprehendlit, and therefore made 
the moſt abſurd objeftions. They main- 
tained, that the ſea between Europe and 
India vas ſo extenſive, that, even granting 

he met with the moſt favourable voyage, it 
would take at leaſt three years to reach the 
neareſt continent. Another rejected his 


plan upon account of the rotundity of me 


earth, ſaying, that if he ſailed conſtantly, 
towards the: weſt, it would be a continued 
deſcent ; in which caſe, when he wiſhed to 
return he muſt aſcend, which he would. 
find impoſſible. Others were impertinent 


enough to aſk him, if he thought himſelf - 
viſer than the millions of men who. had 


exiſted before him; or whether, if there 
were really a continent on the other ſide 
of the globe, he could ſuppoſe it would 

. have remained unknown ſo many ages? 


Colomtiue had engen for n hiy e 


ſeverance to bear with equanimity the ig- 


norance and pride of his judges. 2 | 
however ſupported this examination with a 
calmnels . * n. replying to 

| the 125 
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the moſt ridiculous objeklions wich re- 
ſpect. He however obtained but little ad- 
vantage from this praiſe-worthy condu@; 
for, after having thrown away five years in 
endeavouring to convince thoſe idiots that 
| his plan was pratticable, he had the morti- 
fication to learn that it had been repreſented 
in the moſt unfavourable light to the King, 
who in conſequence had declared, that dur- 
ing the continuation of the war with the 
Moors he rey not think of nor ae 
whatever. 

You may. eaſily conceive; my deer ahn. 
dren, the vexation of poor Columbus, thus 
a ſecond time diſappointed i in his: deareſt 
hopes. It was indeed great, but his forti- 

tude was yet greater; and far from relin- 
quiſhing his enterpriſe, he immediately ap- 
- Plied to two Spaniſh-Dukes, who were ſuf 
ficiently rich to have fitted out a ſmall fleet 


- to ſend on theſe reſearches: but theſe no- 


blemen wanted either confidence in Co- 
lumbus, or cqurage to riſk the undertaking, 
and he mm met t with a refuſal, 


* - 
- 


Henry. 
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Henry. Really, father, it is quite vex- 

atious to hear how this great man was re- 

"pulled in all his applications. SIO RLL <4 5 
John. I am aſtoniſhed that he was not 810 
entirely! diſneartened 0 40. relin- 
quiſh the undertak ing 

Tie Father. Had he acted bas el 
have proved that he did not in reality poſ- 


ſeſs thoſe qualifications that ſo eminem 


diſtinguiſhed him. Noble and elevated 
ſpirits, my dear children, are not to be de- 
terred by any difficulty, however great, 

from the path that leads to honour, The 
coldneſs, or even the ingratitude, of their 


brethren may grieve and vex them, but 35 | 
cannot diſcourage or: reduce them io in- 
aktion. Whatever diſappointment the/ß 


may experience, whatever : obſtacles may 
oppoſe them. their minds till remain fixed! 


on the objet they have reſolved to attains; 1 


Such is the conduſt that will ever lin- 
guiſh; the man whoſe charafter is trulß 
great and virtnons. Such was the hero. © 


Vor. . C noble. = 


| whoſe: biſtory 1 now! relate 10 you: bis 25 
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noble ſpirit roſe above the grief he expe- 
rienced on having his excellent plan dif- 
dained and himſelf treated with ingrati- 
tude, and he formed the reſolution of going 
to England; having never received any in- 
formation dere his rider fince his 
departure. | 
Bartholomew had the ee in his” 
paſſage to fall into the hands of pirates, 
and to be made a flave, from which bond. 
age he was not releaſed for many years; 
when he haſtened to England, but in ſo 
deplorable a ſituation, that he was obliged 
to deſign geographical charts, in order to 
- procure” himſelf ſome clothes, before he 
could appear at Court to make his offer. 
Columbus had a ſon named Diego, 
whom he tenderly loved; and being unwil- 
ling to quit Spain without ſeeing him, he 
paid a viſit to the convent where he was 
placed. Here he formed an acquaintance 
Vith the ſuperior of the inſtitution, named 
Perez, who was a man of great judgment 
and W : be. POP" colnpre- 
0 . hended 


Queen, perſuaded Columbus to defer his 
departure until he could receive an anſwer 
to a letter he wrote to that Princels. 


dreſs to. the Queen, the whole ſcheme i in 
ſuch proper and forcible. colours, that Co- 
lumbus was ſent for back to Court, and re- 


neſs: he had alſo received the congratu- 
lations of his friends on his ſucceſs, when 
once more his hopes were deſtroyed by the 

puſillanimous timidity of the King. 


Ferdinand had again conſulted the . 
perſons that he had before appointed to 


judge the propoſition of Columbus; and as 


they ſtill adhered to their firſt opinipn, the ge | 


King abſolutely refuſed to enter into it, 


| and ſo far influenced the Queen, that he 
was neceſſitated to break off 155 engage- 


ment ſhe had commenced. . 
3 Once 


ceived by Iſabella with diſtinguiſhed kind- 


hended the extent and ſolidity of the plan 
that had been before condemned as ridicu- 
lous, and, being in great eſtimation with the 


Columbus agreed willingly to this re- 
queſt; when Perez repreſented, in his ad- 
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85 peared to him the laſt WO which Was, 


Once more, my children, confider this 
great character: diſdained, his well di- 


geſted plan derided, and himſelf a butt for 


the raillery of the ſycophant courtiers, who 


_ conſidered his riſing fortune with an en- 


vious and malignant eye. Overwhelmed 
wüh ſuch repeated vexations, Columbus 


mulſt have given way to his juſt indignation, 
had not his mind been fuperior to all the 


adverſity he had ſo many n bers 


obliged to firuggle with. 


Charlotte. My dear Papa, what are er- 


F courtiers ? 


The Father. In the Counts of Kings oe 
Princes, as in the ſociety of other wealthy 
men, are ever to be found a ſet of worth- 


leſs characters, who will flatter and cringe ' 


io their ſuperiors, and calumniate and ridi- 


cule men of underſtanding or virtue that 


have the misfortune to be under their; diſ- 


pleaſure. Tis ſuch wretches as Wen N 
_ __ child, that I name ſy cophants. 


Columbus now prepared hos Fa 7 


to 
= i» ' . my 
* * * 
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to offer to the King of England a part of 

| the world which: three States had already 
| impradently rejected. While he was pre- 
_ paring for this voyage, the Spaniards. were 
ſucceſsful in reducing the province of 
Granada, which. entirely deſtroyed the 
power of ihe Moors in Spain. Ferdinand 
and Iſabella were delighted with this vic- 
- tory, as it rendered them maſters of all 
| Spatn ; and as the human heart when open 


to joy is moſt inclined to good aftions, _ 


two of. Columbus's friends, whoſe names 

ought to be reſpeRable to pgſterity, again 

ventured at this fortunate period to: e 

dhe Queen of his project. 

Frederic, Pray, . | 
- The Father. The one was called Quin- i 

tenilla; the other Santangelo. - Both repre- - 

' ſented the attempt of Columbus with fuch - 


ſtrength of reaſoning, that at length the 


King: and Queen could no wee reſiſt 
giving it their ſanQtion. _ _ 
A meſſenger was immediately ſent ne | 
f ene who was _— on ane 
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he fortunately overtook him, and re-con- 
duced him to the Court, where the Queen 
was expeRting him with impatience. His 
vexations and repeated diſappointments 
were ſoon forgotten, and he preſented to 
the Queen the conditions upon which he 
was willing to encounter all the hazards of 
the ſea, to diſcover and explore unknown 
lands. The propoſals were accepted, and 
Columbus, after ſo many tedious attempts, 
conſidered himſelf at the Is: of bid 
wiſhes. 

All the children ſt ify ahicy Mldafure; ex- 
claiming, 1 am glad of it!—How charm- 
ing His hopes will be realized! 

+ Charles. Did he ny idr Fa- 
ther? 

Tue Father. That information. 1 wal 

reſerve until to-morrow, © 

All. Ob, to-morrow! To- morrow is a 
long time, Papa; but we muſt ſubmit. 
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DIALOGUE III. ; 
PETER. Make hafte, dear Father! I do 
ſo long for Columbus to ſet fail! I am 
afraid ſome new obſtacle to his e 
vill arife.” 

| The Father. Do not be uneaſy, my dear 
boy. Columbus has now taken his mea ſures 


ſo well, that your fears are groundleſs: he 
is in poſſeſſion of an act ſigned by the King 


and Queen; in which among other things 
it is decreed, that he ſhall be created Vice- 


roy of the countries he ſhall diſcover, and 


that this dignity ſhall be transferable to 
his deſcendants to the lateſt generations; 
nay more, that he and all his poſterity ſhall 
have a tenth part of the revenue which the 
newly difcovered countries ſhall bring an- 
nually to che crown of Spain. 
Mathias. Ab, ha! then he is going to be 


rich. | We 
e ,,, 
| | „„ pre FO 
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John. 1 fear he has firſt a great deal to 

- fuffer. 
The Father. You are right, John; but 

let us proceed. The veſſels deſtined to 
this enterpriſe were now fitted out with the 
utmoſt expedition; but they were ſo ſmall, 
and fo ill conſtructed, that no one but Co- 
lumbus would have had courage to attempt 
in them the dangers of a ſea totally un- 

| known, the rocks and quick-ſands of 
which had not yet been pointed out on any 
chart. This little. ſquadron conlilted. of the 
Santa Maria, on board of which Columbus 

b »hoiſted his flag, the Pinta, and the Vina; 
de two laſt being little more than large 
mallops ot boats. They were furniſhed 
Vith proviſions for twelve months, and the | 
crew that was to accompany, Columbus in 
this | perilous; expedition did not exceed 
ninety men. The whole expence of, the 
armament amounted only to twenty-four 
thouſand rix dollars“; a n "oY ap" 
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that the enterpriſe would have been given 
up, if Columbus had not engaged to far- 
niſh an eighth, himſelf; in conſideration af 
which he alſo ſtipulated for himſelf an 
eighth part of. the e OY from the 
hagge ee +1; 81111171 
Henry. Was the Court of Spain then ſo 
poor as to make an objef of 82 OY | 


peared to the Court of Spain ſo immenſe, 8 f 


a ſum? . 1 Me : 


| The Father. by: thoſe heya! ey ded | 
Henry, five-crowns were equal in value: to 
an hundred now ; money was then ob- 

tained with greater difficulty, and buſineſo 
carried on more by an exchange of mer - 0 


chandiſe. If, befides, you reflect that their 5 


treaſures: had been exhauſted by a long 5 
war which Spain had ſupported againſt the 
Moors, and but recently concluded, you 

- will eaſily account for what ſurpriſes youz ad 
But to continue: Exery thing prepared, 

imagine that you ſee the little fleet” with 

E che brave Columbus is to fail, at 

. 5 15 8 5 anchor 
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. author in the road of Palos, a ſmall mari- 
time town in Andaluſia. 
-" Nicholas.. I already ſee them web an- 
chor and. ſet ſail. — 
Ne Father. Not in ſuch haſte, Nicholas. 
Columbus was not only a brave man and 
ſkilful navigator, but a pious Chriſtian ; be 
knew the protection of that great Being, 
who is equally Lord of the ocean and of 
che whole univerſe, was neceſſary to the 
_ fucceſs of his undertaking, and that it was 
his duty to implore it. When all therefore 
was ready for his departure, he repaired in 
proceſſion with the companions of his voy- 
age to a convent. near the city; there with 
the warmeſt devotion he offered up his pray 
ers; and implored the proteftion of the Di- 
vine Being on an enterpriſe, one great 
 objeft of which was to diffuſe among thoſe 
remote and ſavage” nations into which it 


ſhould pleaſe bis Divine Providence to 


conduct him, the knowledge and worſhip 
of the true 2 His example was fol- 


ohne 2 "lowed 


— 
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fowed by the reſt; after which, confident 
in the prote&ion of the Almighty, they 
returned to the port, and the next morning, 
being the 3d of Auguſt 1492, ſet fail; 
amidſt the ' bleſſings and acclamations o 
numerous ſpectators. 

Ne Children. Bravo! a PP! voyage o 
enn Go on, dear Fatlier. „K 
| The Father. Agreeably to bis plan, co 

lumbus ſteered directly for the Canary 
Iſles; but the next day an accident hap- 
pened which, though in itſelf trifling, would 
have put a ſtop to the enterpriſe; had Co- 
lumbus been as weak and. ſuperſtitious as. 
his companions. The helm of the Pinta 
broke; an accident purpoſely contrived, it 
is ſuppoſed, by the pilot, who repented hav- 


ing engaged in ſo dangerous a voyage, and 


| hoped to oblige Columbus to return. 
Frederic. Was the tlleforrite! then ir- ? 

remediable? 3 
The Father,” The helm was e bur 


che crew conſidered the accident as a pre- ; 4 


| fage of the il} ſucceſs of the * We 
cs i 8s OO 


- 
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are loſt,” they, exclaimed, * te if we e de not 
immediately return!“ Why ſo?” aſked 
Columbus. Does pot Heaven,” they re- 
plied, . ſhew clearly, by the accident that 
bas happened to the helm, the misfortunes 
that will attend us if we perfil in W raſh 
enterpriſe h 
Really,“ W Columbus, «] cannot 
_ conceive. why you ſhould-infer that God, 
by this trifling accident, announces any fu- 
ture misfortune; all that I, can underſtand 
from a broken helm i is fioply, that it mull 
be repaired. ? ig 9 
„ The Admiral is an Atheift! yoo "whil- 
; pered the failors; 4 he does not believe in 
Columbus, who fulpefted vhag paſſed in in 
| their minds, thought it neceſſary to wean 
chem from a ſuperſtition that in a thouſand 
other inſtances might again intimidate them. 
He therefore. entered at large upon the 
ſabjeft,,and, fhewed ihem the folly. of be- 
lieving any event a preſage of our future 
deſtiny, wh God has Se age. 


3 a ; reveal 
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reveal to us by ſigns, | . His wiſdom and 
goodneſs,” ſaid he, ( are on the contrary: 


conſpicuous in concealing it, and tis 
equally weak and. unavailing to ende - 

vour to deyelope it by pretended ſigns 
vith which it has no connection. All that 


a wiſe and truly religious man has to do is, 


conſcientiouſly to fulfil the duties of his 
Ration, and to reſt with. truſt and con- 


fidence in the protection of Providence, 
without perplexing bimfelf concerning the 
future. May our. actions, my comrades, 
during our voyage, be regulated by this 


maxim i' If Columbus did not by theſe | 
arguments entirely diſſipate the fears of 
his companions, he at leaſt conſiderably 


veakened them. and they continued their 


courſe, without the intervention of any ac- 


ident, 10 e er where! they caſt 


| anchor. 1 M Dm An . 
Aſter Netes et their veſſels and 
. taken on board refreſhments, they weighed 

anchot the-Gth of September, and witb 


healing hearis launched into the great welt= 


ern 


; | 
ö 
| 
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ern ocean, which had yet been unexplored 
by any veſſel. The firſt day after their 
departure, their progreſs was inconfider- 
able for want of wind, and it was not till 
the third day that they loſt fight of the 
Canaries. Now, behold, my children, 
the attention of the crew ſolely and inva- 
riably fixed on Columbus, who from this 
day will appear with a dignity of character 
that cannot fail of inſpiring you with re- 
ſpe& and love. - The courage of the crew 
diſappeared with the ſight of land: as if 4 1g 
norant till now of the greatneſs of the en- 
terpriſe they had undertaken, they wept, 
beat their breaſts, and burſt into the moſt 
paſſionate lamentatiens, as men who vere 
conducting to inevitable deſtruction. Co- 
lumbus alone, like a rock beaten by the 
vVvaves, pre ſerving bis uſual coolneſs and in- 
trepidity, ſhewed ſuch tranquillity of mind; 
and ſo firm a confidence in the happy iſſue 
of his enterpriſe, that even the moſt timid 
drew courage from his preſence. He firſt 
. them aſhamed of their puſillanimity, 
a. 
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and then, touching on the recompenſe 


which awaited them on their return, paint- 


ed in ſuch lively colours the riches and 
glory they were about to acquire, that 
their courage revived; and they promiſed 


to follow wherever he ſhould condut _ 


them. This ſpecimen of their weakneſs _ 
- demonſtrated to Columbus the ſcenes he 
was to expect in future. From this period 
he paſſed the greateſt part of his time upon 
deck, either with the ſounding-line in his 
hand, or the inſtrument uſed for — 
aſtronomical obſervations. ; | 

Frederic. What inſt ruments are thoſe, my 
dear father? \f 

Tue Father. The e tive) is a large 
piece of lead faſtened to the end of à long 
cord, which the ſailors throw into the ſea, 
lengthening it as it deſcends. When the _ 
lead touches the bottom, it is ſeen by. the 
length of the line, that is to ſay;/ as much 


of it as has been wetted, hat is the depth - _ 


bol the ſeann the place where it A 2 0 | 
adv you ene Frederie ? in 
. Nad ** 
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® Frederic. Yes, my dear father; but 
1 why do they take the trouble of meaſuring 
dee depth of theſea? 
Io The Father, Cannot you yourſel gueſs? 
1 Reflect a moment. 
F Frederic, Ah! Ehave 4 it. If the vater 
verre not deep enough, the ſhip would run 
| ' = aground, and then good bye to it. For this 
reaſon, I ſuppoſe, they are obliged to make 
__ - uſe of the ſounding-line? 
And Father. Won fewithar by: a linle'rs: 
fleQion we can ourſelyes difcover many 
things that we wiſh to know; but I ſup- 
poſe you muſt alſo have fome account of 
the aſtronomical inſtrument I ſpoke of? 
Frederic. I was Juſt going to aſk r el it, 
my dear faber. 
Niue Faller. fir be me a ee 
I am going 10 afk you. - When you go 
from Hamburgh to Wandſbeck, can you 
tell on the way Gy moch eee 5 
755 eee over? ene 
Frederie. Certainly f dean; o need 
not * a e to know that 
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Te Father How.do you know. 7 
Frederic. Oh. it is only N to 
count the ſteps, or to look behind one. 

The Father. Vou are right; but is it the 
ſame, Frederic, with navigators when out 
at ſea, where they can petecive only ſky 
and water? Is it equally eaſy for. them, 19 
diſooyer the place where they ee bow 

_ leagues they have ſailedʒ/7/ , - 
Frederic. Oh * er 100 is quit 5 

Tie Taler. Yet — conceive. that this 
Loaders is of the utmoſt i WPoring to 
them? 


. 


could they ſtcer. 10 ee why they 
intended to land? . 47S 
The Father. You, are very pro and 
what; means do you. imagine ihey employ 85 
to obtain this information?̃ũ ůww0bwwwwi 
Frederic. Really, father, I am ignorant, 
Tze Fallur. Follow me into the great 


* 
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into the hall.)—Now, Frederic, examine 
the ceiling of this apartment with the moſt 
exact attention, and obſerve the orna- 
ments. 

Frederic. 1 Ware obſerve every thing. 

- The Father. Nov, then, I ſhalltie a bandage 
over your eyes, and lead you throughout 
this ſpacious apartment, making you turn 
in various directions ſo often, that you ſhall 
abſolutely not know in what part of the 

hall you are.— (Tze father blindfolds him, 
and does as he propoſes. )—Now throw your 
head back in ſuch a manner, that when 1 

take off the bandage you may ſee nothing 
but the ceiling. That's well. Now—{(tak- 


nung the bandage from his eyes }—look up, and 


tell me in what corner of the hall you are. 
Frederic. In that near the organ. 
Tue Father. From what do you judge? 
Frederic. From the plaſter roſe which I 
took particular notice of before. - 
Ne Father. Vou diſcover then, by the 
contemplation of the * in what part 
2 x of 
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@ the hall you are now ; do you not think 
that navigators can by a fimilar mode diſ- 
cover their ſituation? 
Frederic. Why, yes; they 5 nl 
look at the ſky as I have done at the ceil- 
ing, and I think: the ſtars would point out 
to them the place where they are. 
The Father. Right. But, my dear bog, 
the ſky is ſo high, that, the ſtar which is now 
vertical above our heads, will appear to be 
| ſo when we have failed ſeveral leagues: 
to which it muſt. alſo be added, that the 
ſtars do ngt continue always in the ſame 
place, but on the contrary, like the ſun 
and moon, appear ſometimes on one fide 
of the heavens, ſometimes on the other, | 
You ſee, therefore, that our courſe cannot | 
be ſo exadly regulated by the ſtars as 
yours has been by the ceiling. For a ſure, 


guide, recourſe muſt be had to certain in- 81 


genious mathematical inſtruments; to one 
eſpecially, by the help of which the exact 
2 of the ſtars may be aſcertained, ” 


| 1 
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with their diſtances from each other. This | 
is the inſtrument of which I ſpoke. 


= 


Frederic. It mult de . con- 
Uructed. 

Tie Father. At ERP it is bib dies 70 
en its uſe. We vill now return tio 
Columbus. The greater part of his time 
was {pent upon deck either in making ob- 
fervations relative to the depth of the ſea, 
and the courſe of che veſſel, or in giving 


- the neceſſary orders xp his men. From 


' theſe arduous cares he allowed himſelf but 
few hours of repoſe, hut with all preſerved 
an air of perfef ſerenity and confidence; 
be tejeſted every indulgence that his men 


could not partake, and was only diſtin- 


tzuiſhed from the Joweſt by the ſuperiority 
of bis knowledge, and that unſhaken forti- 
| tude by which he gave to the timid a cou- 
rage the. moſt powerful eloquence would 


: 7 have failed to inſpire. Such a man Was | 


clone capable of executing an enterpriſe, 
which * leſs ne knowledge; * 
| 1147 ill 


fill in tag the hearts of others, had 
inevitably failed. But enough for to-day; 
to-morrow we wilt continue the courſe of 
our e e 
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Tek Father; Come bither, my- childreni $i” > > 
before I proceed with the hiſtory of Co- 
lumbus, I have ſomething to 1 7 that re- 

quires your attention. 


The Children, with e. Dear fake, 
what 1 is it? 


The Father. In the courſe of my hiſtory 1 
I muſt ſometimes unavoidably ſpeak of la- 
titude and longitude; I wiſh therefore that 


you ſhould” clearly: deere ee What is 
meant by thoſe terms. Q 


John. You explained them, Jan father 2 
when ve firſt beg to Roch geography. 
i 2 5 x = ; * 
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Ves; 'tis a long time  lince; 
nearly two years. 
Die Father. I am delighted to hear you 
are already informed; one of you ſage 
elders will be able to take my place, and 
give the neceſſary explanations to the little 
ones, who are yet -unacquainted with the 
ſubject. 

Henry. Certainly we can; but we e mult | 
firſt fetch the” globe. 

The Father. I think we can diſpenſe 
wich it; here is a little map of the world 


_ - which vill anſwer the purpoſe without far- 


ther trouble ; and now which of your will 
be father? 
: 2x Mb. HI 10 | | 
Tie Father. Since you all alle your 
ſervice, I mult needs make a choice; you 
therefore, Henry, who are the eldeſt, come 
| hither; and you, John, ſtand next, to ſee 
that he diſcharges his office properly. 
Should your aſſiſtance be neceſſary, you 
will be at hand to give it. 
Henry, fe his father. Come hi- 
ther, 


\ 
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— 


ther, children ;: come hither, Charlotte ane 
Frederic; be attentive, I am going to 
teach you what we call * latitude and 


longitude of our globe. 01 


"The Mother. A very conſequential be- 
ginning, indeed! | 


Henry. Nay, Mamma, I am now the. Fg | 


ther, I ought therefore to take upon me a 


little. So obſerve, children, this little . 
ing repreſents the half of our: earths; 


' i 


> 


ny 
4. 


Ks 4 * WISE 


. 1 
The candy you bare already heard, is 
- Charlotte. Od, 1 WER how it is ben 
to be round; tis ane its ne is 
round, and becauſe ee 2 
Heng. Not ſo faſt, my little gil; nn 
you are going to ſay is not immediately ne- 
ceſſary to our ſubject. It is enough for 
you fimply' to know that the earth is round 
like a ball, but rugged, from the mountains 
and hollows on its ſurface, This map re- 
_ preſents one fide of it.. e 
Frederic. Now do, Henry 80 on; ve 
know aheady, by (TN 
On this ball. of end. are two 
| points, one preciſely oppoſite the other, 
upon which the earth continually turns. 
In this map before us they are marked 7 
the figures. 4 2, Theſe two poinis ar 
called ihe 5 of the Earii: bt Nich is 
at the top has exactly over it a ſtar called the 
North Star, for which reaſot. geographers 
have en it * name of the North Pole, 
o that 
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* oppoſite i is called t the South Pole. hog 
you comprehend ?/: N 


loweſt the South Pole. 
middle of the ball, the half of which only 


marked A. and B. G- Hel 


* * 


line upon our: globe ? n 


Henry. No, my dear Frederic; our 
learned men have only Ou ſuch a 
line to extend round theearth;: OY 


| Charlotte. But for what 1 
. Patience, and you will RY 


„ 


Q 
* 


Cbarlotte. The equatogll: 15 


means of it divide ihe earth into twWwõo a. 
Peru, but, when then"! is immediately 
Vor. * 1 


over 


+ Charlotte.” To be fare I do: the bighelt | | 
point: is called the North Pole, N the 


Henry. Excellently well bbs A | 
girl. Now look again at the figure; in the 


is repreſented, is a line or circle which 
ſeparates into two een Fa * 15 4 


Frederic. But is there in reality ſuch a 


Henry Ves, becauſe wel not OO vp. 


; comprehend; let me now tell you that this . 
une is called the equator, . mes - mis 
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over it, the days and nights are dale So 
much for the ſignification of the word. 
The ſpace- traced round the globe by the 
line from A. to B. on the other ſide, is 
called the e of the earth. Do you 
comprehend? 3 14 
Both. PerfeQly, 


Henry. The firſt point then is' t it 


now remains to explain to you what is meant 
by the earth's latitude. Obſerve thoſe lines 
that are drawn from ms North to the 
South Pole. 

Tue Children. (tracing. them on the map.) 
11 ere they are! 


Henry. They mark the latitude of the 


earth, and are called meridians. 
Frederic. Why meridians?! 
Henry. Becaule it is noon at the ne 


time at all thoſe places over which the 


ſame meridian is drawn, which happens 


preciſely when the ſun is oppoſite to that 


line. Do you underſtand, Charlotte? 
Cbarlotte. 1 do, Mr. Profeſſor. | 


— 


vou 


2 8180 One of W nde which 


feAly. | | 
Henry. In our little planiſphere 1 a 
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you ſee drawn here in ſuch numbers is 


called che firſt meridian. 1n the figure. 
before us it is ſomething thicker than the 
reſt, and is divided into a number of little 


ſeftions; now the longitude of a place is 
nothing more than its diſtance from the 


firſt meridian eaſt or welt ; the latitude on 
the contrary is its diſtance from: the ne 


tor north or ſouth. | 
| The Children. We undetſtand this th 


ſerve the figure of a hip. Now, ſhould I 


inquire in what longitude i rie, what 


would you underſtand by my queſtion? 


Charlotte, Why—bow far it is from the 


birt meridian, to be ſure. + - 


Henry. That is to fay, meaſuring con- | 


ſtantly towards the weſt to the firſt meri- 


dian; but ſhould I further inquire in what 


latitude this ſhip is, what then, Frederic, 


ſhould you underſtand by my queſtion? - 
Frederic. That you wiſhed 05 know how | 


far it was from the equator. 


- 
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Henry. PerfeAly right: k am ning oh 
px wg) with your attention. 

| The Father. I alſo am pleaſed with your 
explanations: Come, Frederic and Char- 
lotte, give your little Papa a kiſs for ſo 
well inſtructing you; I ſhall give him one 
as a reward for doing ſuch honour to wy | 
office. (Embraces him.) 

| John. But he has e ae that 
the equator and meridian are divided into 
degrees. | | 

The Father. well then, taks bis place, 
and ſee if you can clear up this: point, 

John. 1 will try, father. Now obſerve, 
Charlotte, the equator and the firſt meri- 
dian-are divided into equal diſtances by a 
number of ſmall ſtrokes, which form ſo 
many divifions. Do you underſtand ? 


Frederic and Charlotte. e N on 
g0 on. | 


| John. Fach of theſe diviſions is called 
a degree, and comprehends the ſpace of 
fifteen German miles, or ſixty- nine Eng- 
liſh miles and a half. The equator con- 
8 5 | tains 


"pence, father 
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tains three! hundred and ſixty of thoſe de- 

grees, and a meridian from one pole to 
the other, one hundred and eighty. Thus, 
for example, when we ſay ſuch or ſuch a 


place i 1s in the three hundred and thirtieth 


oning the degrees of the equator from the 


given place weſtward to the firſt meridian, 
we find three hundred and thirty degrees; 
and if to this we add that. this ſame place 


is in the eighth degree of latitude, we _ 
mean no more than that in counting the 


degrees of the firſt meridian from the e | 
tor we find eight; a 

The Father. Bravo! John merits a re- 
ward as well as his brother; giye him a 
kiſs, my Ta "me here i is mine. (Em- 


bracing him. ) £5 


John, It is a omit ined lite — 7 
Me Father, Now, e fon cn | 
let us obſerve in what degree of latitude 
and longitude. the ſhip we bave ſpoken of 


is pd. We wok count the. degrees. of. 
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the equator towards the weſt, from the ex- 
preſs point in which the ſhip is; to the firſt 
meridian.. But as this figure repreſents 
only half of the earth, we cannot. number 
them entirely round it. We muſt there- 
fore rely on the authority of the perſon 
ho made the draft, and who, as you ſee, 
has placed under the ſhip the number 340, 
the degree of its longitude ; but now as to 
its latitude, nothing prevents our number- 
ing the degrees of the firſt meridian, and 
ſeeing how far it is from the equator; one, 
two, three, four, five, The fhip you ſee, 
| my children, is in the fifth degree of lali- 
tude.” Have 1 explained it clearly? 


Ctarlotte and Frederic. Ob! yes, Papa, 


ve underſtand it perfeAly, 


The Father. ] am glad of it; for, were you- 


ignorant in this point, when I ſhall tell you 


that Columbus with his veſſel found him-" 


ſelf in ſueh or ſuch a degree of latitude or 


' longitude, you would be at a lofs'to under- 
ſtand my meaning. One thing yet remains 


to be obſerved; before I reſume the thread 
* ag N Is © 8 „ of 
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of my ſtory ; and that is, that when the lati- 
| tude of the eatth above tho equator to- 
wards the north pole is ſpoken of, it is 
called north latitude, to diſtinguiſh it from 
that which is below the equator towards“ 25 
the ſouth pole, which is called fouth latitude. 
I-will now return to Columbus. 

John. I am rejoiced to hear it. | 

The Father. The ſecond day of his de- 
parture from the Canaries, lie made but 
eighteen leagues, for want of wind, the wea- 
ther being perfectly calm: but ſoreſeeing 
chat the length of the voyage alone would 
intimidate his companions, he reſolved: 10 
make-uſe of an innocent ſtratagem, and 
eonceal from them the progreſs they every 
day made; he therefore perſuaded them that 
they had as yet ſailed but fifteen leagues. 

On the twelfth of September, the ſixth: 
day of their navigation, they ſound them 
ſelves in the goth degree of longitude ;. 
reckoning from the iſle of Fer, one of the 
Canaries,'or, which is the ſame, 1 50 miles 
from this iſland weſtward, and in the ſame 
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latitude, Here they perceived the trunk 
of a large tree, which bad apparently been 
foatng a long time. The ſailors took it 
for the harbinger of land, which they ima- 
gined near; and this idea, though it proved 
fallacious, contributed in a great meaſure 
to calm their apprehenſions. But. their 
confidence was of ſhort continuance; for, 
ſcarcely had they proceeded fifty. leagues 
farther, when they diſcovered a phenome- 
non which ſtruck the whole crew with con- 
ſternation; even Daene bimſelf was 
not unmoved. 219 25 
Henry. What could it bet .. Siet it 
Joln. Since Columbus himſelf 0 
to fear, there 1 1s reaſon: ace to e 
1 br 
The Father. To 0 . hob was a 
ſtranger: though what he ſaw; ae ſur- 
ptiſe, it ald not intimidate bim. 


faber, go 0 on; I do lo ee to. Foun 
Ne Father. I need not tell von, Henry N 
and John, that the aß Ace of e 


— 
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tors is the magnetic needle, from its having 
the ſingular property of pointing invariably 
to the north. By this the mariners can 
diſtinguiſn day and night, the four cardinal. 
| points of the world, and ſteer in any direc-- 
tion. Till now the needle had been found 
a ſafe and ſure diredtor; and to have ex- 
plored ſo long and unknown a tract with- 
out it, would have been the height of 
folly and temerity. What then muſt have 
been the aſtoniſhment of Columbus, and 
the terror of his. puſillanimous companions, 
to perceive on a ſudden that the needle 
did not as uſual point immediately to the 
polar ſtar, but declined a whole: degree 
towards the weſt! Come: hither; Charlotte, 
and Frederic, here is a matiner's compaſs, 
which I have e to render the n 
more evident. 2 [ 
_ Obſerve now, his? 3 is in its uſual ; 
poſition ; that is to ſay, turned directly tio 
that part of the heavens on which at night 
the polar ſtar is ſeen. Now it happened 
at the time of which 1 ſpeak; that the nee- 
. D 5 1 dle 
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dle Wise a whole degree of thoſe you 
ſee marked on the hox more to the left, or 
towards the weſt, This was a phenome- 
non of which neither Columbus nor any 
other navigator had yet had any experi- 
ence; no vonder then if it aſtoniſhed him. 
Peter. And from whence, father, did the 
variation ariſe? 
The Father. It is to this a1. Peter, as 
| difficult for us to account for it, as-it was 
then for Columbus; though ſince his time 
the ſame declination has been repeatedly 
_ . obſerved, and tables of the places in which 
it uſually happens have been formed. 
This, my dear children, is not the only 
one of Nature's ſecrets which remains yet 
to be diſcovered; and it ſhould encourage 
you to a vigorous cultivation of your ta- 
lents, fince we know not if Providence 
may not have reſerved for one of you the 
glory of unveiling , a myſtery which has 
- bitherto been concealed from m__ human 
, ; *- 
Mahle. When I have gained more 
1 1 kao 
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knowledge I- ſhall endeayour to yu 


trate it. | 12 3 
Mathias. And fo bon: 1. : 
All. And I—and I. SAL N 


The Father. Well, oc MOT but if you: 
expe your efforts to ſucceed, you muſt 
_ firſt ſtudy phyſics and the mathematics, both. 
' which I ſhall endeavour to render eaſy to 
you. But to return. The companians of 
Columbus were, as I have ſaid, in the 
greateſt perplexity. The ſpace which they: 
had already traverſed appeared immenſe, 
though their commander, j in the calculation: 
he laid before them, had ſuppreſſed a full 
third. Imagining that Nature herſelf was: 
deviating from her courſe, they trembled 
at the idea that their only guide, the deedle, 
vVould no longer dire& them. Columbus: 


however, inexbauſtible in reſources, ſounn 


ſuggeſted for this unexpeRted event a plau- 
ſible reaſon, which ſatisfied the ignorance 
of his companions, reanimated their hopes, 
: and encouraged them to e in their | 

Dt Lf", © D6 voyages: 
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voyage; and now behold them within the 
circle where the trade winds blow. 
Frederic. The trade winds ? | 
The Father. You without doubt know 
what is meant by the tropics ? 

Ferdinand. Oh yes, father; they are the 
lines which geographers imagine to be 
drawn on each ſide of the equator quite, 
round the earth; when the ſun is over 
them, our em and _ are the ſhorteſt 
or the longeſt. hs 

"The Father. Your. pps is Juſt: 
you may ſee theſe two circles upon our 
little figure; the upper one is marked 
C. D. and the under one E. F. Nov, in 
the ſpace between the Tropics the winds 
are obſerved to blow conſtantly one way; 
that is to ſay, from Eaſt to Weſt. Theſe 
are called the Trade winds. This ſingu- 
larity, which is now generally known, was 
not difcoyered before the time of Colum- 
bus, no opportunity having occurred for 

making the obſervation. A new ſource of 

. ee e uneaſi- 
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uncaſineſs was therefore opened to our na- 
vigators, when they perceived their veſſels 
driven conſtantly in a right line from eaſt 
to weſt, „If - this eaſterly wind,“ ſaid 
they among themſelves, ** blows here con- 
ſtantly, how will it ever be poſſible for us 
to return to our country?” a thought 
which filled them with inexpreſſible terror. 
Unfortunately, a few days after a hew phe- 
nomenon increaſed their apprehenſions. 


They on a ſudden obſerved the ocean co- 


vered as far as they could ſee with green 
weeds, which gave it the appearance of an 
immenſe meadow, and they were even in 
ſome places ſo thick as to obſtruct the courſe 
of the veſſels; This was a new cauſe: . 
uneaſineſs. “ What will become of us?“ 
laid they. We are certainly arrived at 
the limit of all navigable ſeas. Beneath 
theſe weeds are doubtleſs rocks and hal- 
lows, on which our veſſels, at the moment 
we leaſt expe it, will be daſhed in pieces. 
What could we expect in ſuffering our- 
Es Ce TRY | ſelves 
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ſelves to be ſeduced into this raſh, extra- 
vogant underiaking ?” 

The moment was critical, but the cou- 

rage and prudence of Columbus did not 

forſake him. Are you not,“ ſaid he, 

extremely weak, to alarm yourſelves. at 


an appearance that ought to ſtrengthen the 


hope that we are on the brink of our 
wilhes?- Do weeds grow in the midſt of 
the ſea? It is raiber probable that we are 
near ſome continent, from the ſhores of 
which thoſe weeds proceed.” | This happy 
ſuggeſtion. re- animated the whole crew; 
and as at the ſame time they perceived dif- 


ferent birds, which bent their flight from 
the weſt, hope and joy ſucceeded: terror 


and diſmay, and they cheerfully continued 


their courſe, in tbe -expeRtation of ſoon 


ſeeing their enterpriſe crowned with the 
Se 2 #1 ly: | | 
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dear father, ſoon diſcover the e of 
which he is in purſuit? | 
The Father. He has yet many difficulties 
to encounter. The hope to which the 
weeds. and birds gave birth ſoon vaniſhed ; 
and though they had failed a ſpace of ſeven; 
hundred and ſeventy fea leagues, no land 

yet appeared. Fortunately no one in the 
three ſhips, except Columbus, was able to 
calculate the length of their courſe; he 
therefore concealed from them a conſider- 
able part, perſuading them that they had 
failed but five hundred and eighty leagues 

Even this diſtance; from their country ap- 
peared immenſe, and they again broke into 

murmurs and lamentations. One while 
they bewailed the facility with which they 1 
had liſtened to the . vain. proteſtation of 

* : Columbus; 155 
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Columbus; another, they accuſed their 
Queen of cruelty in expoſing the lives of 
ſo many of her faithful ſubjects, in the 
execution of an enterpriſe, the ſucceſs of 

which was as vague and uncertain as the 
attempt was raſh and preſumptuous. They 
conceived they had already ſhewed ſul- 
ficient courage to exculpate them from 
the charge of cowardice, ſhould they now 
think it neceſſary to conſider only their own 


preſervation. At length all agreed in main- 
taining. that it was time to yeturn, ſuppoſ- 


ing the fixed eaſt wind did not render it 
impoſſible, and that it was neceſſary to 
oblige the Admiral to give up his vain 
projets. The moſt audacious of the male- 
contents were of opinion, that at once to 


free themſelves from ſo dangerous a ſe- 


ducer, it were beſt, without more cere- 
85 mony, to throw him overboard ; perſuaded 
that on their return to Spain little inquiry 


would be made into the death of a wretch- 


ed | ſchemer, whole profelts had been at- 
tended with ſo little ſueceſs. 
r 2 2 Colum- 
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. Columbus, though ſenfible'of the danger 
that threatened him, till preſerved his in- 
trepidity. Convinced of the juſtneſs and 
ſolidity of his plan, and confident in the 
protection of the Divine Being, he ap- 
peared before the mutineers wich the 
calmneſs of a man who had reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with the progreſs of his enter 
priſe; and, after having reproached them 
mildly with their childiſ timidity, had re- 
courſe to all thoſe means with Which a 
knowledge of mankind and a manly. elo- 
quence firniſhed him, to revive their 
drooping courage, and reduce them to obe- 
dience.o'' Sometimes he recalled them to a 
ſenſe; of heir duty by ihe moſt pathetic” 
remonſtrances; ſometimes he aſſumed the 
air of a commander who is dictating to his 
men, threatening them at once wich the in- 
dignation of che Queen, and the moſt ri- 
gorous puniſhment ſhould they dare _ 1 
near the end of their glorious career. 

It is the privilege of great 8 to 
mould! at ena hearts of ordinary 
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men; and how. enviable would be the con- 
dition of human nature, if, like Columbus, 
all who are endowed with diſtiuguiſhed 
talents would employ them only in for- 
_ warding plans of public utility! He had 
once more the ſalisfaction of recalling his 
mutinous comrades to reaſon, and Heaven 
itſelf ſeemed to ſecond his endeavours ; for 
the wind, which, bad till now continued in 
the eaſt; ſhiſted ſuddenly to the fouth-weſt, 
which ſatisfled the - crew, by | convincing. 
them it was in their power to return when 
chey pleaſed, This the Admiral pointed | 
out to them; and ſeveral other gircum- | 
ances concurting.to. ſtrengthen, the hope 
of an early. diſcovery of land, they pro- 
miſeqd to return to their duty, and the voy- 
age was continued. At length the Captain 
of the; Pinta, vhich of the three veſlels was 
foremoſt, one day lay to, 10: ivform- the 
Admiral chat he thought be perceived land 
at the diſtance of about fiſteen leagues to 
the north... At. the word land every one 
. 8 to che emotions of the moſt lively 
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joy, and preſſed the Admiral to change his 
courſe, and ſteer directly to that quarter 
| whence it was deſcried; but Columbus, 
convinced chat the Captain vas deceived, 


without attending to the murmurs of his 
men, invariably purſued | his 4 5 of- a 


ing to the welt. 72 6b 

» Nicholqs, But was there not «links obs 

ſtinacy in this, father? iN 
The Father. How, obſtinacy? 7 * 


Nicholas. Why could he not bus gh © - 
| dulged his men with mon ROW: Klee 
leagues to the nortb?ꝰ {068 
Tie Father.” No, my dear boy; as be was 
convinced that! this pretended diſteverxß 
vas 4 deluſion, ſuch an indulgence would 
have been inconſiſtent with his former pru- 
dence; ſor, had he yielded to their ſolici- 
tations, tbey would have judged that he 
was not perfectly clear in his plan; a fuſs = 
plcion that he had taken great pains to pre- 
vent, the confidence of his men being of 
the utmoſt importance to bim. Beſides, 
had they once found they could prevail: © 
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upen him to to alter his courſe; they would 
have renewed their importunities upon 
every freſh occaſion. Theſe reaſons made 
him reſolve, never in the moſt trivial in- 
ſtance to deviate from. a plan he had ſo 
maturely digeſted, and upon which he 


founded the moſt ſanguine expeRations, 
The event proved the propriety of his 
conduct. The next day a quantity of ſea- 


fowl were perceived; which Columbus 
thinking not formed for long flights, was 


himſelf led into an error, and took chem 

for the fore-runners of ſome neighbouring 
land: but no ſoundings could be found at 
two hundred fathoms] a eircutsſtance that 
appeared-deſtruQtive to their hopes, as the 


depth of che water commonly decreaſes in 
proportion to its vicinity "to the ſhote. The 


following evening "ſome ſong-birds were 
obſerved to perch upon the ſhip's yard, 


where they continued all night, and at 


break of day directed their flight weſtward; 


a tropic * was alſo Ghovered ſoon 
alter. A e | 


W 
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Mathias. What is that, father? 

The Father. It is a bird which inhabits 
that region of the earth which is between 
the two tropics ;-but ſoon one of the moſt 
fingular ſpeRacles which had yet appeared 
attracted their attention; no leſs than a 
cloud of flying fiſh, which approached; 
raiſed above the ſurface of the water; ſe- 
veral of them in their paſſage fell upon the 
deck, and were taken up by Columbus and 
his men, who examined. with curious at- 
tention the long fins which ſupported them 
in their flight. The ſame evening the ſea 
was again covered with weeds; an appear- 
ance which, being ſtill confidered as a pre- 
ſage of land, again inſpired the crew with 
the lively hope of being near the term of 
their voyage. But, alas this term ap- 
peared from day to day to recede; and in 
proportion as happy omens flattered the 
expectations of the crew, their grief and 
diſappointment were the more extrava- 
gant; for, having failed ſome. days longer, 
they perceived, in ſpite of all thoſe flatter- 
„ | ing 
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ing appearances, their hopes again difap- 
pointed. The ſpirit of diſcontent and re- 
volt nou broke forth without reſtraint in 
the three veſſels. Forgetful of the reſpect 


| they owed. their chief, the ſailors mur- 


mured loudly; and the officers, who till 
now had always ſided with the Adgaral, 
declared againſt him. | 

Columbus, preſſed on every „ade, and 


reſiſting with an admirable firmneſs the 
rage of the mutineers, who demanded his 
death, or, what was more bitter to him, the 


renunciation of his beloved project, might 
be compared to the hardy and unſheltered 


oak, which unmoved reſiſts the fury of the 


ſtorm. He made a laſt attempt to quell the 
tumult, but his eloquence failed; deſpair 


and rage had taken ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of 


every heart, that the means he had ſo often 
employed with ſucceſs; now loſt their ef- 
ect. They no longer attended to his expoſ- 
tulation, but loaded him with reproaches, 
and threatened bim with death if he did 


not immediately tack _—_ and ſteer for 


ow 
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Spain. In this deſperate ſituation he was 
at length forced to yield to neceſſity, and 
to promiſe the mutineers that he would 
comply wich their deſires upon condition 
they would obey his orders only three days 
longer; proteſting that, if in the ſpace of 
that time they did not diſcover land, he 
vould on the fourth day fail for Spain. 

How violent ſoever the rage of the mu- 
tineers, they could not forbear acknow- 
ledging the propoſition to be reaſonable; 
they therefore complied with it, and the 


agreement was confirmed on both ſides by — 


the moſt ſolemn oaths. Columbus was in 
the meanwhile firmly perſuaded that he 
riſked no great matter in the conceſſion he 
had made; for the ſignals of land multi- 
plied fo faſt, that he felt aſſured they ſhould 
attain it within the ſtipulated time. They 
had for ſeveral days paſt ſounded, and 
found a ſwampy bottom, which announced 
the proximity of a ſhore; they ſaw ſwarms 
of little birds of a ſpecies that did not ap- 
Fad formed for "OR Hights, dire& their 
- courſe 
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courſe towards the weſt, and cock out of 


the ſea a branch perfetily freſh, bearing a 


red fruit. The air was alſo milder, and 
the wind more variable, particularly during 
the nights. Theſe were indubitable ſigns 
that the perſeyerance and conſtancy of 
Columbus would ſoon be crowned: with 
ſucceſs. So confident was be upon this 
point, hat the next evening, after the uſual 
duties of the day, he reminded his people 

of the gratitude they owed the Almighty, 
the protector of their perilous enterpriſe, 
exhorted them to vigilance, and then or- 


dered them to furl the ſails, leſt they ſhould 


during the night run aground. 
Theophilus. What is the! PF of 
frlin the ſails ? | 


"The, Father. Wi is „ emening or Jolbog 
them up, that the veſlel may not be driven 


* the wind. 
| \ Theophilus. I. * you, my. dear, fa- 
thee. H #61 v2 

© The, Father. Sendo ee his 
wen of che Queen's promiſe; that the firſt 


who 
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who deſcried the land they were in pur- 
ſuit of ſhould have a penſion of three hun- 
dred and twelve Spaniſh crowns; in ad- 
dition to which, he promiſed on his own 
account a velvet cloak. The whole crew 
paſſed the night upon deck in the greateſt 
agitation, their eyes conſtantly turned to- 
wards that point from which they hoped to 
diſcover the long-expeRed continent. In 
this ſituation I believe we mult leave them 
until to-morrow, when we ſhall fee whether 
their hopes were realized. 
The Children, n eagerneſs + Oh, 4 
father | 
The Father (filing). You do not then 
wiſn me to leave off? | 
The Children. Oh, no, for Rey 8 ſake. 
„ Peter. This is the moſt — part 
1 of n N 
The Father. Well. Near two hours be- 
3 fore midnight, Clumbus, who was on the. 
| forecaſtle, thought at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance he diſcerned a light; he pointed it 
out to a page belonging to the Queen who 
Vor. I. E 4 was 


was on board, and he ſhewed it to another 
of the crew. All imagined they perceived 
it move. And from this, if you can con- 
ceive, my dear children, what pleaſure you 
vyourſelves would feel, after a long and te- 
dious abſence, on being reunited to beloved 
parents and friends, you may form ſome 
judgement of Columbus's joy on the diſ- 
covery of the light. He now expected to 
reap the fruit of his laborious ſtudies, and 
to enjoy the recompenſe of ſo many dan- 
gers happily ſurmounted; his incredulous 
companions would now be convinced that 
his plan was not chimerical, nor himſelf a 
vain. projeQor. Theſe: pleaſing ideas oc- 
cupied his mind during the whole night. 
About two hours after midnight, the air 
reſounded from the Pinta, which was al- 
ways a-head, with the joyful cry of © Land! 
land!“ The crew would have yielded to 
the tranſports of an immoderate joy on pb 
this occaſion, but their hopes had been ſo 
often diſappointed, that doubts and anxiety f 
naturally * with it: divided there- 
1 TD | lee 


— 


enen. 


fore between hope and fear, they vaited 
the break of day with impatience, in order 
to be convinced whether their moſt ardent 
wiſhes were at length realized. The night 
was inſufferably tedious ; each minute ap- 
peared an hour, each hour à day. At 
length the eaſt began to be enlightened, 
morning dawned, and already the crew of 
the Pinta chanted Te Deum. The crew 
of the other veſſels, at the ſame- inſtant, 
made the air reſound equally with excla- 
mations of thankſgiving, at .the ſame time 
ſhedding a torrent of tears, for the long- 
wiſhed-for land was actually before them. 
Scarcely was the hymn concluded when 
they recolle&ed a ſecond duty, that due 
to their commander, whom they had dif. 
truſted and grievouſly offended ; they 
threw themſelves at his feet with expreſ- ” 
ſions of repentance, and ſincerely entreated i 
pardon for their paſt offences. * 

Columbus on this occaſion acted con- 
ſiſtently with his character. The mildneſs 
with Ow! he 9 them, and pro- 
VVV | miſed 
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miſed to forget their errors, was not leſs 
magnanimous and engaging, than had be- 
fore been the firmneſs with which he com- 


— 


| | bated their fury. 
; | John. A.id what part of America did 
1 they diſcover? 
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Tue Father. Columbus himſelf i is at pre- 
ſent uninformed ;- on his landing we may 


F fl: | ; 5 * . 
3 perhaps gain ſome information; do not 
| 14 therefore forget to bring with you to-mor- 
In row a map of America, 
—— s 
Rs 
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JOHN. Here is the map, wy dear father, 
which you defired me to bring yeſterday. 

, The Father. Well then, draw near, all of 

you, and obſerve. Thele iſles (pointing to 


. on the wann are in general called the 
Le 
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Lucayos or Bahama Jes; one of them, 
which is here, is called Guanallani, other- 
wiſe the Je of Cut. This was preciſely 


the land firſt diſcovered, Columbus gave 


it the name of St. Salvador intimating 


that it was the diſcovery of that country 
vhich had ſaved his life; but this name is 


not now retained, 

The crew for ſome moments in filence 
contemplated this unknown world, which, 
enlivened by the firſt rays of the ſun, 


tranſported them with the ſmiling view of 


a fertile country, covered with embower- 
ing woods, and interſected by numerous 


rivers, which meandering in a thouſand ' 


different directions heightened the beauty 


ol the picture. ' 


Columbus at length ordered out the 
boats, and in one of them himſelf ad- 


vanced towards the ſhore, amidſt the ſound 
of warlike inftrument?, with colours flying, 


and attended by the moſt conſiderable of 


his companions, and ſome armed men. As 
they approached, they beheld the ſhore 
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covered with the natives of the country, 
drawn together by the new and aſtohiſhing 
ſpectacle which the European veſſels pre- 
ſented. 

At length having gained the ſhore, Co- 
lumbus, richly clothed, and in his hand a 
drawn ſword, leaped from the boat, and 
was the firſt who ſet his foot on the land, the 
diſcovery of which he had projedted with 
ſuch infinite ſkill and perſeverance. 

Henry. What muſt have been his feel- 
ings at that moment! -- | 

The Father. Never, my dear Henry, till 
you have conceived and executed ſome 
great project, ſubject to a thouſand pains 
end difficulties, can you enter into the ſen- 
ſations which tranſported the heart of Co- 
lumbus at that moment. Immediately on 
landing, thoſe who accompanied him fell 
prollrate, and, kiſſing the earth in filent 
- tranſport, in that poſture renewed their 
promiſes of perfect obedience to him in 
quality of Viceroy of the new. world, This 
Wile! ont of Joy gala. fubſided, they 
erected 


: — 
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etected on the ſhore a croſs, before which 
they a ſecond time proſtrated themſelves, 
to acknowledge the ſacred debt of grati- 
tude due to their Maker. This done, 
they ſolemnly took poſſeſſion of the coun- 
try in the name of the OG and Queen | of. 
Spain, 

While theſe ceremonies. were be 
ing, the Indians aſſembled in crowds round 
them, looking in filent ſurpriſe, ſometimes 
at what they conſidered as floating houſes, 
and ſometimes at the extraordinary beings- 
which they had conveyed acroſs-the waves. 
Of the meaning of the ceremonies. they 
ſaw they were perfeQly ignorant; for of all 
the religious and folemn as of the Spa- 
niards they comprehended not one. Alas! 
had they known the conſequences that 
were to follow, they would have rent the. 
air with groans, and have ſhed the laſt 
drop of their blood to have driven back 
the ſlrangers upon whom they now gazed 
with ſuch admiration and reſpect. 

IN EI 
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Charlotte, Dear Papa, you ſurprite me! 
Did any thing particular happen? 

The Father. Have patience, and you ſhal] 
know all. The more the aſtoniſhed In- 
dians examined the ations of the Spa- 
niards, the leſs they could comprehend, 
The colour of the Europeans, their beards, 
| their drefs, their arms, their behaviour, all 
. was new and wonderful; but when at 
length they heard the thunder of the can- 
non and muſquetry, their aſtoniſhment was 
beyond all bounds, and they looked upon 
it as a certainty that the ſtrangers, armed as 


15 they conceived with the thunder and fire 


of Heaven, were not mortals, but beings 
elevated above the condition of human 
nature, children of their divinity the Sun, 
who had condeſcended to viſit them. 

Chriſtian. Did theſe people then wor- 
ſhip the Sun? 

The. Father, Yes, my child; among the 
Americans, ſome who poſſeſſed alittle more 
ſenſe than the reſt, were fo ſtruck with the 

| beauty 
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beauty and ſplendour of that great lumi- 
nary, with its fire, which vivifies all nature, 
and with the regularity of its courſe, that 
they miſtook it for the moſt beneficent 
and powerful of all beings—for God him- 
ſelf, Others, on the contrary, imagined 
one or ſeveral Gods in the human form, 
while others again were ſo ſimple and dull of 
underſtanding, as never yet to have re- 


flected on the cauſe of the world, or its 


daily changes. Theſe poor creatures had 
not therefore, you ſee, any idea of the 
true God, but lived, careleſs of knowing 
whence they came or what would become 
of them. ph, 
If the appearance of the Spaniards at | 
niſhed the Indians, they were in their tui 
little leſs ſurpriſed at the many new and 
ſingular objects they beheld. They ſaw 
herbs, plants, trees, and animals of various 
kinds, totally different from thoſe of Eu- 
rope, and beheld men who ſeemed to be- 
long to another claſs of beings than them- 
aki They: were of the middle ſize; 
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Charlotte. Dear Papa, you ſurprite me! 
Did any thing particular happen? 

The Father. Have patience, and you ſhal] 
know all, The more the aſtoniſhed In- 
dians examined the actions of the Spa- 
niards, the leſs they could comprehend. 
The colour of the Europeans, their beards, 

N their drefs, their arms, their behaviour, all 
was new and wonderful; but when at 
length they heard the thunder of the can- 
non and muſquetry, their aſtoniſhment was 
beyond all bounds, and they looked upon 
It as a certainty that the ſtrangers, armed as 


8 they conceived with the thunder and fire 


of Heaven, were not mortals, but beings 
elevated above the condition of human 
nature, children of their divinity the Sun, 
who had condeſcended to viſit them. 
Chriſtian. Did theſe people then wor- 
ſhip the Sun? 
The Father, Yes, my child; among the 


Americans, ſome who poſſeſſed alittle more 


ſenſe than the reſt, were lo ſtruck with the 
beauty 
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beauty and ſplendour of that great lumi- 
nary, with its fire, which vivifies all nature, 
and with the regularity of its courſe, that 
they miſtook it for the moſt beneficent 
and powerful of all beings—for God him 
ſelf, Others, on the contrary, imagined 
one or feveral Gods in the human form, - 
while others again were ſo ſimple and dull of 
underſtanding, as never yet to have re- 


flected on the cauſe of the world, or its D 


daily changes. Theſe poor creatures had 
not therefore, you ſee, any idea of the 
true God, but lived, careleſs of knowing 
whence they came or what would become 
of them. ; * 
If the appearance of the Spaniards aſto- 
aiſhed the Indians, they were in their tuftr 
little leſs: ſurpriſed at the many new and 
ſingular objects they beheld. They ſaw ' 
herbs, plants, trees, and animals of various 
kinds, totally different from thoſe: of Eu- 
rope, and beheld men who ſeemed: to be- 
long to another claſs of beings than them- 
(elves, / They. were of the middle ſize; 


s 2 8 their 
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their ſkin was of the colour of copper, their 


hair long and black, their chins without 


- beards, their air mild and baſhſul, their 
faces, as alſo other parts of their bodies, 


painted in a whimſical manner. Some. 


were quite naked, and others nearly fo. 


Their ears, noſtrils, and heads were loaded 


With different ornaments made of feathers, 
ſhells, and gold plates. At firſt they were 
timid and reſerved; but when Columbus 
began to diſtribute amongſt them different 
trifles, ſuch as glaſs beads, ribbons, and 
little bells, they repoſed ſo much con- 
idence in their celeſtial gueſts, that, when 
they returned in the evening to their veſ- 
ſels, a number of Indians accompanied 
them in their canoes, (which were formed 
of, the trunks of trees hollowed,) either 
with a view of ſatisfying their curioſity ſtill 
farther, or of bartering for gewgaws. In 

exchange they gave cotton ſpun into thread 
aſier their ſaſhion; javelins, the points 
olf which were formed of a ſtrong fiſh bone; 
all, forts of fruits and paroquettes, Each 


. | - | ; was. 
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was ſo eager to procure ſome European 
bauble, that they carefully collected the 
pieces of a broken pot that was ſcattered 
on the deck, and joyfully gave twenty-five 
pounds of fine ſpun cotton for ſome cop- 
per counters, which could not poſſibly be 
of any uſe to them. The novelty alone, 
and the idea of receiving. them from the 
white men, gave. all the value to theſe 
worthleſs trifles, 3 
The next day Talwnibus; vino me 
coaſts of the iſland, accompanied by a2 
great number of the natives, of whom | 
he inquired; by. ſignificant. ſigns, whence - 
they procured thoſe gold plates with which 
their noſtrils were decorated. He-under- . 
ſlood in return, that they were not found 
in that iſle, but in another ſituated to the 4 
ſouth, which according to their account 
produced large quantities. This rich 
country Columbus, by their Grecons re- 


| lolved to explore. ; 31 
; 0nd] Was he then fo coretous, 


* 0200 36 e e Gem £2 
E66. b 2 


1 


11 #-% 


. . 
Fa 
% 
N 
1 * 
1 
. 
| 8 
7 
t 
k : 
: 1 
; | 
. 
5 
1 
| g 
: "4 
N | 
oY 
* 
; 
e 
| : 
x 
135 
at 
1 
' 1 
1 0 
T 
ey 
: i 
' 5 
' 


——— — — —2—̃ — 


* a j — OO OG MAY AG A 
oy * : 
4 


3%. 4 


84 COLUMBUS. 


Die Father. I did not tell you that he was 


covetous; but having promiſed the Queen 


of Spain, and his avaricious companions, 
that he would conduct them to countries 
that would enrich them all, it was natural 
he ſhould be deſirous to keep his word. 


He accordingly therefore re-embarked, ac- 
companied by ſeven Indians, who agreed 
do ſerve him as guides and interpreters, 
and directed his courſe ſouthward. 


In his way he met with ſeveral iſles, the 
three largeſt of which only he viſited, nam- 
ing them, Sainte Maria de la Conception, 
Ferdinand, and Iſabella. Look for them 
on this other map *, which I have brought 


for your inſpe&ion. As no gold was to 
be found in thoſe iſlands, and the Indians 


upon a repetition of his inquiries pointed 
always to the ſouth, he continued but a 


. ſhort time, and proceeded on his voyage. 
In one of theſe iſlands they obſerved dogs 


that were quite mute—a circumſtance that 


4 appeared at that time fingular; but it is 
| TENSE es Mexico, by Ritchere, . 


ſince 


1 
* - 
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ſince known from experience, that even 
European dogs, when they have remained 
fome time in America, abſolutely loſe the 
faculty of barking. They ſaw there alſo 
and killed an alligator, an animal of the 
_ lizard kind, which very nearly refem- 
bling a crocodile bears the name of the 
Weſt-Indian crocodile. Having con- 
tinued their courſe a ſhort time longer, 
they diſcovered a country, which was 
diſtinguiſhed by its great extent, and the 
nature of its foil, from the iſfands they 
had hitherto ſeen. ' Inſtead of being level 
and uniform like them, it preſented to the 
eye mountains and valleys agreeably diver- 
fified by foreſts, meadows, and rivers. Co- 


lumbus himſelf could no: determine W he- 


ther it was a part of the continent, or only 
a large iſland; but ſome days after he learnt 
chat it was really an ifland, and that in the 
language of the country it was called 
Cuba. Here it is on the map between the 
twentieth and twenty-third e of north 
latitude, N OF * 
Mela 
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Nicholas. Ah! Is it not the iſland where 
the Havannah is, the. port which is the ren- 
dezvous of the galleons when they make 
their voyage to Spaniſh America? 
Due Father. The ſame; and of all the 
regiſter ſhips likewiſe. 

Mathias. What is meant by as and 
regiſter ſhips? | 

Tue Father, I'II tell you. The galleons 
are the veſſels which the King of Spain 
every. year ſends to. America for gold, 
ſilver, and other precious things which 
are collected there. The regiſter ſhips, on 
the contrary, are thoſe that have on board 
European merchandiſe; , which-the Spaniſh - 
merchants, who have purchaſed the per- 
miſſion, ſend to America in exchange for: 
the productions of the country. - Theſe | 
veſſels are bound the one- ſor Veracruz in 
Mexico, an che others for Carthagena and 
Portobello in Terra Hirma. ae at the 
two ports on the map. jr 
Theophilus. But ALI « cannot e 


| why " ould be. called reg 1fler Ships. - 
The 
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The Father... Becauſe all that is ſent from 
Spain to America on board of thoſe veſ- 
ſels, mult firſt be exactly regiſtered, leſt the 
privateers carry into America a greater 
quantity of merchandiſe than the King al- 
lows for the ſtipend paid. | 

John. Are not the galleons called ſo 
the ſilver fleet? Y 

* The Father. Not now. [Before 4 were 
claſſed as regiſter Mips, a ſingle fleet was 
yearly ſent to'America-freighted:with mer= | 

chahdiſe, partly on the King's account 
and parily on that of private merchants, 
and returned to Spain loaded with gold ànd 
ſilver; - but as theſe tranſports are now 
known by the ſole name of regiſter ſhips,. 
the appellation of filver fleet is no longer i _ 
uſe. But to return: Columbus caſt an= 
chor at che mouth of a large river, impa- 
tient to obtain a knowledge of the country: 

and its inhabitants; but at the ſight of the 

| European veſſels, the latter 6 

cabins, and fled 10 the mountains; one i 

bo * courage t to approach che ſhip in | 
| . 5 2 Aide | 
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a little boat, and aſcend the deck. Having 


enſured the friendſhip of this Indian by 


ſome trifling preſents, the Admiral ſent 
him on- ſhore with one of thoſe he had 
brought from Guanahanz, and two Spa- 


5 niards commiſſioned to reconnoitre the 


country and inſpire the natives with con- 
fidence ; a greater number he juſtly feared 
would only intimidaie them farther. 


In the mean time the veſſels were much 
damaged, and it was thought neceſſary to 


: caulk them. Do you know what this 
means ? 
Hlenry. Oh! yes, father, ſtopping the 


leaks of the veſſels, and pitching and greaſ- 


ing them anew. I know alfo that for theſe 
repairs the ſhips are uſually laid on one fade. 
The Father. I am pleaſed to find you fo. 
vell informed, and will now proceed. The 
two Spaniards, after having advanced up 


the country more than a dozen leagues, 


returned, and made their report to the Ad- 
miral nearly in theſe words :—* We found 


2 et pare of the country we have tra- 


verſed 


* / 
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| verſed cultivated, and the different re- 
gions apparently extremely fertile. The ; 
fields produce maize or Indian corn, and a 
root which when roaſted taſtes like bread. - 
We at length arrived at a ſmall town, con- 
fiſting of about fifty houſes all of wood, and 
containing about a thouſand inhabitants. 
The moſt confiderable of them came out to 
meet us, and, having learnt from the Indians 
what people we were, led us into the town, 
where they affigned us a ſpacious lodg- 
ment. They ſeated us ina ſort of couch made 
in the ſhape of ſome animal ; the eyes and 
ears were of gold, and the tail ſerved for 
the back of the feat. We were no ſooner 
placed than the Indians ſeated themfelves 
beſide us on the ground, kiſſed our hands 
and feet; and expreſſed ſo much veneration 
for us, that we clearly perceived they took 
us for celeſtial beings. They preſſed us to 
eat of their roaſted roots, the taſte of which 
very much reſembled cheſnuts. We ob- 
ſerved the whole aſſembly was compoſed: 
of men only; but theſe after a certain time 
e | with. 
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withdrawing were replaced by ſo many 


women, who paid us the ſame honours, 
To conclude: When we cxpreſled a deſire 
to return, a crowd of the inhabitants pro- 
poſed to accompany us; but we entreated 
them to remain, and accepted this honour 
only on the part of the Cactque, or King, 
and his ſon, who as you ſee have accom. 
panied us, and every where given orders 
that we ſhould be treated with the utmoſt 
attention,” 

- The Admiral expreſſed his Wen 


: ments to the two princes, and. entertained 


them on board his veſſel with great reſpedl. 
He inquired coneerning the country where 
the gold was found. They pointed to the 
eaſt, but could not comprehend why the 
White men ſhould diſcover ſuch a paflion 
75 for a metal which in their eſtimation was of 
lite value; while the whites on the con- 
' trary were not leſs ſurpriſed at their lm. 
plicity. | 5 
Columbus mba his ay in the 
ille, that he might. bend his courſe, accgrd- 
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ing to the new direction he had received, 
to the country in which he hoped to diſ- 
cover the gold mines, which were now the 
principal object of his purſuit. This 


country was called by the Indians Haiti. 


He left Cuba on the igth of November, 
and took with him twelve of the natives 
with the deſign of carrying them to Spain. 
Strange as it may appear, they left their 
country with the utmoſt indifference; Coe. 
lumbus having prudently taken care to 
render their abode in the veſſel in all points 
| agreeable to them, The wind blowing 
contrary for ſeveral days, the Admiral was 
obliged to tack. | 
Charlotte. As our ſloop did on as Elbe 
during our voyage to York*? _ | 
"The Father. Yes. He was in the ſame. 
manner obliged to ſleer ſometimes one way, 
ſometimes another, the wind not permit- 
ling him to proceed in a direct line. 
Alonza e e of the e Pius en- 


In che neighbourhood of Stade. e 
. 8 deavoured 
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deavoured to profit by this circumſtance; 
and, as his ſhip was a ſwifter ſailer than the 
others, attempted to feparate from the Ad- 
miral, with the view of arriving firſt at the 
country where the gold mines were to be 
found, and loading himſelf with treaſure 
before his comrades arrived. 
Columbus, who ſuſpetted his intention, 
made a ſignal for him to bear-to; tbut Pin- 
| zon paid no regard to it, and did all in his 
. Power to accelerate the courſe of his vel. 
ſel, that he might ſatisfy the avarice which 
made him forget the obedience due to his 
commander. 
Theophilus. Fye! How baſe and odious 
was ſuch behaviour! 
Frederic. But permit me to aſk you, fa- 


- , ther, what is meant by @ ſignal ? 


ue Father. *Tis ſome fign made either 
by the report of cannon, the hoiſting of 
certain flags, or other expedients that may 
be ſeen afar, by which the commander of a 
fleet or ſquadron makes his orders known 
to the W of the other veſfels. Co- 
lumbus 
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lumbus being unable to remedy this, mis- 
fortune, bore it with patience; and as the 
atmoſphere became ſo thick that it ſeemed 
dangerous to continue at ſea, he returned | 
with the two veſſels that remained with 
him to the ifle of Cuba, where he caſt an- 
chor in one of its bays. 1 

He employed the time he was obliged to 
paſs there in reconnoitring the country, 
which every where preſented a fertile and 
ſmiling aſpect. One obſervation with re- 
ſpebt to the inhabitants at firſt diſguſted the 
Spaniards, This was, their greedily de- 
vouring a ſpecies of large ſpider ; worms 
bred in decayed wood; and fiſh half dreſſed, 
the eyes of which they ſwallowed raw. By 
degrees ſome Spaniards were tempted” to 
imitate them, and found no inconvenience | 
r from ſuch nutriment. A 
of As ſoon as the wind changed, Colum- 
F, bus ſet ſail in purſuit of the Ifle of Haiti, 
Ind the perfidious Pinzon. 'The diftance 
n I vas but ſixteen leagues, and the 6th of De- 


; cember he arrived at Haiti. This illand 5 
1 2 | : es. :> he” 
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he called Hiſpaniola, or little Spain, be. 


cauſe it appeared in, ſome meaſure to re- 


ſemble that country in the nature of the 
ſoil. Tis of all the countries he diſco- 


vered almoſt the only one that has pre- 


ſerved the name he gave it till the preſent 


day. 

Henry. But is it nve alſo called St Do- 
mingo? Dos 

The Father. It; is; 1 a * which 
is become the capital of the iſle has been 
ſince built there, to hich "ag name has 


been given. 


On the 51 of AMINE lp inha- 


: e fled into the woods ; and as for the 


Pinta, they could gain no tidings of i. 
The Admiral, therefore, ſoon leſt the har- 
bour, and ſteered northward along the 
coaſt, Having caſt anchor in another ha- 
ven, he was more ſucceſsful. in gaining the 


confidence of the natives. An Indian 
woman whom they had ſeized and loaded 
 vith preſents; gave her countrymen ſo ad- 
VAKBGFOUS a engen of the en 


. | nde 


- 
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that they! no longer heſitated to approach | 
them, in order to behold, and in their turn 
partake of, the wonderful things with which 
their comrade had been entertained. bt, 
Wich reſpeR to their perſons and man- 
ners theſe people differed in nothing from 
the natives of Cuba and Guanahani. Like 
them, they were not clothed, and their 
ſkins of a copper colour; they were ignorant 
and timid, and had not leſs of gentleneſs in 
their character. Struck with admiration at 
all they heard and ſaw; they alſo appeared 
to believe the Spaniards were not men, 
but beings of a ſuperior order; more gold 
was diſplayed in their -ornaments than in 
thoſe of the former iſlanders; but like 
them they held the metal ſo cheaply, that 
they thought themſelves happy in exchau- 
* ging it for glaſs beads, pins, little bells, 
e and other baubles of that kind. When 
n Columbus inquired concerning the place 
chere they | found the gold, they pointed to 
. the eaſtern part; and in confequence of this 
8 N he an ſet fail, in 155 ſan- 
t 35 4 ys guine | 
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% 


guine hope of ſoon diſcovering a nee ol 
immenſe riches. 


- DIALOGUE vn. 


— 


WII HEN they had anchored i in another 
bay of the ſame iſle, his Cacique Majeſty of 


the countty, who had received information 


concerning the white men, deigned to viſit 
the-Admiral in perſon. His ſuite was con- 
ſiderable; four men bore him on their 
ſhoulders in a palanquin, a ſort of ſedan 
chair, but hjs royal perſon was not loaded 


with habiliments any more than were thoſe 
of his naked ſupporters, He did not make 


the leaſt difficulty in coming immediately 
on board; and when informed that the Ad- 
miral was at dinner, he deſired to be in- 


uoduced, accompanied by .two, old men, 


* - 
” 7 4 
1 3 1 
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| 6090 appeared to be his Walde He 
ſeated himſelf by Columbus with a coun- 


tenance expreſſing reſpe& and confidence, 
vhile the two old men placed themſelves at 


his feet. They ſerved him with different 


diſhes, and ſome vine; of which having 8 
partaken, he ſent the remainder i to the peo 


ple of his ſuite, who had remained on deck. 


The repaſt finiſhed, he preſented the Ad- 


miral with ſeveral ' plates of gold, as alſo 


with a belt curioufly wrought, Columbus | 


in return gave him a ſtring of amber beads, 
a pair of red flippers, a quilt, and a flaſk of 
orange-flower water; preſents with which 


bis Indian Majeſty was ſo tranſported; that, 
in the exceſs of his acknowledgments,, De 


deſired chat the Admiral might be informed 
that the whole country was at his diſpoſal. 
The demeanour of chis naked monarch 


towards his ſubjects was dignified, and to | : 


the Spaniards perfettly familiar. He viewed 
every thing with great attention, and teſti- 
fied infinite ſurpriſe at all the extraordinaty. 
things he obſerved in the vellel. In the 

Vor- . 7 


* — 


5 * 
. 
* 


0 
= * N 
- "_ 
$8.4 x 
2 o 
= = 
La; | 
* wn 
= 
5 1 
* 9 
- 4 
7 
H 
* 
- i 


. | COLUMBUS, 


evening deſiting to be re-conduQed on 
ſhore, he was ſuffered, to uſe his pleaſure; 


and to firengthen the; impreſſions. of alto. 


niſhment with which- he left the veſſel, 
the Admiral accompanied his farewell with 
a ſalute of cannon. This confirmed their 
opinion of the celeſlial origin of the Spa- 
nĩards, ſince it appeared that they diſpoſed 
of the very thunder itſelf. Their venera- 
tion for tle auguſt ſtrangers carried them 
. fo far, as to kiſs; the very traces their feet 


bad imprinted'on the earth. 4 | 
As this country was water which- con- 
tained the gold mines, Columbus prepared 
to ſail further to the eaſt; From all the 


information hitherto received, it appeared 
that the gold was found in certain moun- 
tainous diſtricts, which depended; on a 


powerful Cacigue. To this Prince Colum- 
bus diſpatched deputies, and, having re- 


ceived: from him the moſt preſſing: invi- 
tation, ſailed immediately to the place. 
Alas! had he foreſeen the misfortune that 


. v On 1 ties ſhottccourle, he 


would 


vould have been leſs eager to embark in 
it, and rather have renounced all the Glver 


and gold than bave paid in. dear for the 5 


poſſeſſion of it. 
Peler. What could happen? 1 1 am n jmpa- 
tient to hear. 5:8 


8 
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The Father. They advance ih les new 


o days had-not ſuffered. him to take any 


mitted; the helm to the pilot, with tri 


ent to reſt. Scarcely was he aſleep when 


be crew, thinking themſelves ſheltered | from. | 


all. danger, followed his example even 


ſeruple, in contempt, of the orders of his, 
ſuperior, to transfer the charge confided to to 
bim to a gabin- boy, and to commit. W 
677 18 ee * Yak In inexperienced. 
8 F 2 N lad 


- 


repoſe: but exhauſted nature now claimed. 
her rights; and Columbus, having com- 


courſe till they reached a cape, where the. Bite 
Admiral, on account of a dead calm, or- 
dered his men to furl the ſails at about a2 


league off land. His anxiety for the laſt 105 


orders not to leave it, toward midnight | 


tbe pilot, preſuming on the calm; did not 9 


LY 
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lad the only watch on board.” -While the 


whole crew was buried in profound ſleep, 


a current inſenſibly carried the veſſel to- 


5 wards the coaſt, and ſuddenly it received 


= violent a ſhock, that the cabin-boy in 


his fright let go the helm. Rouſed by 


his cries, Columbus ſprung upon deck, 
perceived the rocks, and was immediately 
ſenſible that the veſſel had ſtruck. Seized 
with terror and diſmay, every « one but Co- 
lumbus yielded to deſpair; he alone pre- 
ſerved ſufficient preſence of mind to give 
the neceſſary orders for ſaving the veſſel, 
| if that poſſibility remained. | 
He commanded ſome of his men imme- 
diately to embark in the long boat, and at 
2 certain diſtance to caſt an anchor, by 
means of which they might tow the ſhip, 
and diſengage i it from the rocks; but' ſuch 
was the deſpair andthe puſillanimity of thoſe 
_ whom he deputed, that, inſtead of execut- 
ing bis orders, they thought only of their 
_ own preſervation, and attempted to fave 
| See on board the Nigna. Thc 
commander 


— 
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\ 


commander of that veſſel, however, refuſed 
to receive men who had ſo. baſely betrayed 
their truſt and forſaken: their commander; 
 they:were therefore obliged to return to the 
wreck. In the mean time Columbus, o 
lighten the veſſel, ordered the maſts tg be 
| uck, and'threw overboard thoſe things 
that leaſt were neceſſary. But all was in 
| vain, The veſſel opened near the keel, 
and the water ſuddenly poured in in ſuch 
quantities, that all hope of preſerving it 
vas deſtroyed. The Admiral therefore 
and bis men had recourſe to the boats, N 
which came to their aſſiſtance, and ny dint 
1 oars reached the Vigna. ; 4 
The next day Columbus Go to 8 
the Cacique of the misfortune that had hap- 
pened, and to-requeſt the aſſiſtance of bis 
valfals in preſerving. from the wreck-that - 
hart of the cargo which it was poſſible to 
-le. The Cacique, whoſe name was Gua- 
eir tanghari, expreſſed the moſt generous con- 
ve ff cern at theſe meldncholy tidings, and with 
be tears in his eyes, attended by all his ſub- 
ler . Fg 5 jects, 
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| jeAs, flew to the ſaccour of the Europeans, 
Far from profiting by the accident to em- 
bezzle any of the cargo, theſe generous 
iflanders exerted their utmoſt: efforts to 
preſerve all. They aſſembled: with the 
greateſt celerity a number of canoes, by 
the help of which and ſo many hands 
almoſt every thing of vue was 4ranſported | 
to land. The kind Guakanahars took all 
that was preſerved under bis care, and 
ſent from time to time, entreating Colum- 
bus not to be uneaſy, and to aſſure him in 
bis name, that every ithing ſhould be 
reſtored, © He (cauſed the effects of the 
veſſel to be depoſited near his own dwell- 
ing, till the huts in which they were to be 
kept could be emptied. He alſo for their 


: _ ſecurity appointed. a guard over them; a 


precauion which however ſeemed. little 
| neceſſary, ſo heartily did bis ſubjedts ap- 
pear to lament the . of the white 
167 POSE in. be e wi gave on 
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dhe is of thoſe amicble ſavages in 
the moſt intereſting manner: ©. To ſum up 
all,” ſays he, & theſe iſlanders are foigetitle, 
humane, and peaceable, chat I thin . may 
venture” to aſfure your Majeſties, that 
there are not beiter men on the earth. 
They love their fellow creatutles as they 
do themſelves. Their manners ure pteaſs 
ing, gracious; and animated und athOu 
it mut de allowed aey go naked, I en- 
treat your higbneſſes to beheve that ey 
have among them many lauduble: cuſtbms. 


The King is ſerved with greut ireſpeR, and 


his manners are ſo noble, that tis a plea- 
fure to ſee him udtz Bor is the excellent 
memory of thefe People lefs worthy of h 
ſervation, han the ardent deſite 5 

cover for improvement. ei | 


The Mother, Well my children; e . 
| von think of thofe Indians? 
| * The Children. Think! Oh, "we ares de- 
| lighte@-with idem 0 092 99ulg 


f' Fun, 
Fe 


* Mother. Yet: mpg are rage eld 
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. without education, witbour & even the know- 
| ledge of God. | 


The Father. It . be to our ame 
and eternal diſgrace to be ſurpaſſed by 


'- them in humanity and goodneſs of heart! 
Wich how: many; more motives to act well 


has Providence furniſhed us than thoſe 


poor Indians, deprived: of all inftruction! ; 
Oh, my children! Jet us ear neſtly endea- 


vour to render ourſelves worthy of theſe 


great advantages! What will become of 
us, if, one day weigbhed inthe balance with 


theſe good ſavages, we are ſound wanting 


in retlitude and generoſity ?——(A Hort 
pauſe, after which the Father. continues.) — 

_ - " Guakanahari + having obſerved the Euro- 
peans' fondneſs for gold, to confole the 


Spaniards for their . misfortune. preſented 


chem with ſeveral plates of that meta], with 


a promiſe that he would cauſe a more con- 


ſiderable quantity to be brought from a 
place called Cibao. Several of his ſubjects 
alſo eee Sen, Selighted with the op- 
1 5 . 
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portunity of exchanging their ore for dif- 
ferent ſorts of European trifles. One of 
them who held a very large piece of this 
metal in his hand, extended the other to- 


wards a Spaniard, who put into it a little 


bell. The Indian, delighted with his prize, 
immediately dropped the gold, and ran off 


as faſt as poſſible. 5 1 


While Columbus's men were caſting the 
ſweets of their. abode in this iſland, his 


heart was a prey to the moſt diſtreſſing . 
anxiety. The beſt of his veſſels was loſt; 
the treacherous Pinzon had forſaken him; 


and the ſole veſſe] that remained with him 
was ſo ſmall and weather-beaten, that it 
would neither contain all his men, nor 
could Without temerity be employed i in ſo 
long a voyage as that from America to 


Spain. What was to be done in this cri- _ 


tical fituation ? After mature refleQion; he 


reſolved to re-embark with part only of 


bis people, and, braving every danger, to 
ſail for Spain to inform the Court of the 
alcoveries he had made, and to leave the 


F 05 Ms FO? 
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remiainder of bis crew in the Spaniſh iſſand 


as a colony, This reſolution was univer- 
fally approved, and applications were in- 
ſtantly made to Columbus by many of his 


men for leave to remain. The Cacique 


Guakanahari himſelf, ſo far from oppoſing f 


their defign, thought himſelf fortunate in 


detaining ſome of theſe ſtrangers of celeſ- 


tial origin, who would defend him and his 


| 
©. 

-- ſubjeQs againſt their common enemy. ü 
. 


" Nicholas. Had they then any enemies? 
- The Father. By what they learnt from r 


: Guakanahari, ſeveral iſles ſituated to the th 


| fouth-caſt were inbabited by a barbarous he 


| Theſe people, he ſaid, from time to time 


vary to the mountains. Columbus pro- 


and ferocious nation called Caraibees. 


invaded his country; and as his ſubjefts 
were not in a ſituation to make head 
againft them, all that remained for their 
preſervation was to retreat as ſpeedily as 


miſed to take them under his proteQion; 
and to give them ſome idea of the military 
mill of the DINING he made his troops 


. perform 
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| perform fome evolutions before them. The 
Indians viewed all with aſtoniſhment; but 
when. Columbus cauſed the artillery of 
the wrecked veſſel to be fired, their terror 
vas ſo great that they fell to the ground 
ſtunned, and covering their heads wich 
their hands. Gualanahari himſelf was 
ſtruck with conſternation ;- but Columbus | 
_ reſtored his confidence by giving him to 
underſtand that he ſhould employ theſe 
thunders only againſt: the Caruibees. TO 
render him more ſenſible of the effects of 
theſe dreadful engines, he ordered a can« 
non to be levelled and fired againſt. the 
wreck, the ball of which paſſed through 
the veſſel, and fell into the ſea, © 
The aſtoniſhment; of the Cacique fir- 
paſſed all bounds; be returned to his 
houſe wrapt in profound meditation, more! - 
convinced: than ever that his gueſts were) 
the deſcendants of Heaven, ſince like Hea 
ven itſelf the: thunder was at their! _ 
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conceive how: the Spaniards and the ſa- 
vages could converſe, as they were * 


rant of each others' language. 


The Father. They ſpoke by geſtures, 
ſigns, and fingle words, which they had 
caught one from another; a language 


very imperfect, no doubt, but ſufficient 


in many caſes to: communicate their reci- 


procal ideas. But to continue: After this 
ſome days were employed in eretting a 


ſmall fortreſs, in doing which the officious, 


illanders gave the Spaniards all the aſſiſt- 
ande in their power. Unhappy men! they 


knew not that they were forging for them- 


ſelves the fetters was were. hereafter to: 
wear, 5 
Whenever Fs 9 came on 1 
_  Guakanahar: paid him ſome diſtinguiſhed: 
honours, which were always returned by 
| theliberality of Columbus. One day the 
Cacique conduſted him into an hut pre- 
pared for his reception; hen taking from 
his own head a gold crown, he placed it on 


+; that 'of his gueſt, Columbus immediately . 


took 
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took n his neck a ſtring of Call pearls 
which he uſually wore, and tied it on Gua- 
| kanahari; he alſo diſrobed himſelf of a 
| ſplendid habit, and clothed the Cacique in 
it with his own hands: beſides this, he ſlip- 
ped on his finger a filver ring, and ſent for. 
a a pair of red buſkins, which he alſo male 
dim put on. | 
| Theſe mutual attentions fixed ha: ſeal | 
of friendſhip to the treaty already formed 
between them. The fort was completed 
in ten days; at the end of which time, Co- 
+ lumbus ſeleed from thoſe who were de- 
firous of remaining thirty-eight, and ap- 
pointed for their commander Diego d' Ara- 


da. He enjoined them punctually to obey. © 


the chief he had nominated, to try all poſs 
fible means of preſerving the good opi- 
nion that Guakanahari and his ſubjetts en- 
tertained of che Spaniards, | and attentively : 
to ſtudy the language of the country. The 
place where be lefz them he n Na- 
vidad. i 
| Colunbustaring re-embarked 0 on aboard 
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7h his ſhattered veſſel, weighed anchor 'the 


4th of January 1493, amidſt the acclama- 
tions of thoſe whom he left behind. What 
a bold and hazardous enterpriſe! *Tis im- 
poſſible, without trembling for the life of 
this brave and excellent man, to behold 
him in a ſingle bark, weather-beaten and 


damaged, attempt to brave the dangers of | 


an ocean yet ſo imperfectly known. - 


Charlotte. Oh! If he had bus: remained 
3 N Guakanahari. 


” Theophilus. If that baſe: Pin had not 
left him, _— wight b have 3 each 
other. 99 4 

Tze Father. The late of f that treacherous 
wretch and of his veſſel was an enigma, 
Columbus had not been able to gain any 


tidings of him; he concluded therefore, 


either that he had periſhed, or had failed 
for Europe, with the view of being the 
firſt to bear the news of the great. diſ- 
eoveries ihat had been made, and perhaps 
alſo with the intention of blackening his 


ane =-'Coun, in anden 1 deprive 
e him 
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bi of the recompenſe he had ſo juſtly 
earned. This laſt ſuſpicion made Colum- 
bus more ſenſibly feel the neceſſiiy of ac- 
celerating his return, that his preſence. 
might defeat the pernicious defigns'of his 
perfidious. enemy. In the mean while, 
effektually to deſtroy every doubt which 
might ariſe reſpecting the truth of his re- 
port, he had previouſly ordered ſpecimens 
of every thing that he had found in the 
newly diſcovered countries worthy of ob- 
ſervation; gold eſpecially, as the thing 
moſt to be defired, was not forgotten. The 
natives of the different ifles they had vi- 
fited, who had agreed to accompany him, 
were alſo conveyed on bord; as, were 
| alſo ſeveral unknown birds, and other cu- 
riofities, as well natural as artificial, calcu- 
lated to give an idea of the importance of 
his diſcoveries. Sailing eaftward, Colum- 
bus firſt eoaſted Hiſpaniola, that he might in 
paſſing take a view of the other paris of 
the eountry which had before eſcaped his 
obſervation. The oy after his a NG 
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he perceived at a diſtance ſomething that 
had the appearance of a ſhip. He imme. 


diately ftecred towards it, and, contrary to 


all- his hopes, diſcovered the veſſel of 
Alonza de Pinzon. You. will readily ima- 
gine what muſt have been the joy of the 
Admiral and the whole crew on this unex- 
petted rencounter. 
When Pinzon came on board the Adin. 
ral's ſhip, he endeavoured to zuſtify him- 
ſelf by throwing the whole blame of their 
ſeparation on the bad weather, which had 
cauſed him, he ſaid, againſt his inclination, to 
deviate from his courſe. Columbus, though 
ſenſible of the fal ſhood of this excuſe, treated 
him with indulgence, being led to do ſo not 
only by the natural generoſity of his temper, 
but on the preſent occaſion by prudence. 


He accepted his apologies therefore, and 


reſtored him to favour, ſecretly pleaſed 


that he was not reduced to the neceſſity of 


truſting; the proofs of bis diſcoveries to a 
fingle veſſel, and that in 0 bad a con- 


tion. e £64 
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Charles. Where could Pinzon have ſtayed 
6 100gh-:.:* : 

The Father. He had anchored: on the 
coalt of Hiſpaniola, in order 15 traffic 
for gold, but in a different part from that 
where Columbus had landed, he had there- 
fore made no new diſcoverx. 
Nie Mother. Well, my children, that you 
may have cauſe to rejoice in the diſcovery. 
of America, your ſupper this evening ſhall 
conſiſt wholly of its productions. 

Je. Children. Indeed: 

- The Mother. What do you think of. co- 
coa?—or ſomething that you will not per- 
haps ſo well approve potatoes? 

' The Children. Oh, potatoes! raue 
—our favourite din! 

Ne Father. Long live the memory. of. 
Ching, to whom we are indebted for 
this favourite root! 4 & 
Tue Children, Huzza!- Columbus for 
ever! 3 


4 
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DIALOGUE vi. 


Tus Father. Come, EE EBY 111 us at- 
"ad Columbus in his return to Spain. 
The Children. We are all ready, Papa. 
myuie Father. A freſh gale from the welt 
- opportunely roſe; and, fuling the Mails of 
the veſſels, appeared to lend them wings. 
The crew, overjoyed, already thought 
themſelves in Spain, ſurrounded by curi- 
ous inquirers, who liſtened with avidity to 
mme wonderful detail of their adventures. 
: * The Mother. But cannot you, my dear, 
put them at onte on ſhore, that they may 
in reality eaſe their hearts wy the recital of 
their adventures? 
* The Father. I would teadily follow your 
advice; but in the weſt I ſee a ſtorm form- 
ing on the horizon, which makes me trem- 
ble for my poor adventurers. I am defir- 
„„ e ous 
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ous eres of ſheltering them in ſome 
good port; but unfortunately no land is 
to be found between Hiſpaniola and Spain. 
John, Oh, yes, the Azores, father. 10585 
The Father, Lou are right. They cer- 
tainly might bave found refuge there, could 
they have reached them in time; but the 
form approached rapidly, che darkneſs in- 
| creaſed, and the crew in ſilent anxiety. ex- 
pedted the event, their eyes fixed on the 
Admiral, who gave his orders with his 
uſual intrepidity. The ſea ſwelled inſen- 
fibly, the veſſel became the ſport of the 
waves, the cordage gave way, and the maſts 
reſounded with the force of the wind. 
Lightning, the craſhing of thunder, and 
darkneſs, rapidly ſucceeded each other, 
while the rain poured on them in torrents, 
The atmoſphere appeared in flames, he... 
thunder mingled with the roaring of the 
ocean, whoſe tremendous. waves threw the 
veſſels: one moment towards. heaven, and 
the next precipitated them into the abyſs. 
Terror and . r * the whole 
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crew. Some on their knees with uplifted | 
bands implored the preſervation of their LIN 
lives; others filent, pale, and motionleſs, { 
deprived of all ſenſe, bore a nearer re. r 
ſemblance to dead than living men ; while 1 
others, recurring to ſuperſtitious expedi- a 
ent, made ardent vows of going on a pil- U 
grimage to ſome church dedicated to the 1M 
Virgin, in the firſt Chriſtian eg they It 
thould land in. * 
Charlotte. 1 don't underſtand what go- fi 

ing on a pilgrimage is, Papa, e © 
Nie Father. I will explain it. Thoſe th 
| Chriſtians called Roman Catholics formerly fu 
thought it an action pleaſing i in the ſight of ol 


So, to undertake a long and painful jour- 
ney, from the place where they dwelt, to 
| | ſome other country, in order to paſs a 
certain time there in faſting and prayer. 
A journey performed with this pious in- 
tention was called a pilgrimage, and thoſe 
who undertook it, pilgrims. Pilgrimages 
vere at the time of Columbus very fre- 
8 85 85 and: were uſually rendered by the 
- pilgrims | 


3 


COLUMBUS. 117 


pilgrims as painful as poſſible: Some tra- 


velled bare- foot, wore ſackcloth next their 


ſkin; and endured on the way all the ſeve- 


rities of hunger and thirſt, heat and cold. 


They ſcourged their bodies with whips, 


and eſteemed themſelves happy in propor- 


lion to the miſery and torments they ſaf- 
fered, believing they ſhould by their vo- 


luntary mortifications make their peace 


with God, and obtain pardon for all their 


fins. Conformably with this idea, when- 
ever they were in any great danger, they 
thought it the moſt certain means of in- 


ſuring the Divine aſſiſtance to make a vow 


of undertaking ſuch a pious journey. This 


was the expedient to which the ſailors in 

the veſſel of Columbus had recourſe. Do 

you now comprehend, Chartotte? | 
Charlotte: Yes, Papa. 


The Father. To return then to my nar- 
rative. Columbus and his men remained 


. 


in che deplorable ſtate I have deſcribed, 


floating between life and death, expeRing . 
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every wave to be that which was to decide 
their fate. In vain Columbus, ever col- 
lected and calm, employed all the means 
| that prudence: and experience ſuggeſted; 


vain he endeavoured to encourage his 


men; all energy was loſt; terror had be- 
numbed their faculties, and they appeared 
like bodies bereft of fouls to animate them, 
vhile the ſtorm raged with a fury that no- 
thing could reſiſt. At length, no longer 


being able to diſſemble even with himſelf, 


that he muſt renounce all hope of human 

fuccour; with a heavy heart he withdrew 

into his cabin; and what, my children, do 
you think he did? 

Frederic. N to n father, to be 
ſure. HO 


The Father. - Doubileſs 55 directed to 


H eaven a thought full of devout ſubmiſſion 
and acquieſcence in the Divine will; but 
bis life he was ſenſible belonged to him 
from whom it was received, and he was 

content: co reſign 51. All he aſked of the 
| 844 : mighty 
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Almighty-in this trying moment was, that 
he would be pleaſed to give ſucceſs. to a 
reſolution he had formed in e very mo- 
ment of expeſting death. 55 
Ferdinand. Whey can bs have reſolved 
on? 9 7 1 
The. Father. The av Ss of 4 un- 
calineſs to Columbus, ever more occupied 
with the general good of bis ſpecies. chan 
with his own ſafety, was the idea that his 
death would deprive Europe of all the pro- 
bable advantages ſhe. would reap-from. his 
| diſcoveries. | This was a heart-rending re- 
fleftion” ; and; he reſolved to think only of 5 
preventing a misfortune! which, he con- 
ſidered as greater than all the reſt. When 
L have informed-you- of his: proceedings, 
you will judge what greatneſs, of ſoul that 
man muſt have poſſeſſed, who, in momen- 
| tary danger of death, was. capable of ſuch 
viſe reſolutions and ſuch} unpremeditated 
activity. When returned to his cabin he 
took a parchment, and ſitting down; wrote 
upon it 10 8 moſt impomant intelligence - ; 
; | con- 


* 


throw the caſk on ſhore. 
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concerning his diſcoveries; this he wrapped 


in linen dipped in oil, covered that with 


a waxed cloth, and put the packet into a 


cloſed caſk, which he threw into the ſea. 
Mathias. Why did he do this ? 
Henry. I think it is not difficult to gueſs; 
he naturally thought the ſea would in time 
The Father. Yes; and in caſe any "WR 
Wand it, he might diſcover to the world 
the treaſure it encloſed. He next · tied a 


ſecond caſk, containing the fame inform- 


ation, to the poop of his own ſhip, in order 


that it might remain there when the veſſel 


ſhould ſtrike. I now aſk you, my. chil. 


dren, which of us would have been capable, 
in ſuch circumſtances, of exerting equal 


preſence of mind? 
Jon. Not one of us, 1 believe ; at it leaf 


if would not have been me. 


Fer mae World you with 'to-knov 
the method Columbus took to acquire this 


 uncomfnon fortitude? 


OO We are all attention, dear 5 
| | The 


f » 


COLUMBUS.” 121 


Tie Father, At your age, my Nan | 
he accuſtomed himſelf to reſtrain his paſ- 
ſtons; in every little misfortune or em- 
barraſſment he exerciſed the virtues of 
cdurage and forbearance, never yielded to 
terror or deſpondency, but inſtantly re- 
volved in his mind the means of ſurmount- 
ing the difficulty: he relied on himſelf 
only for aſſiſtance, never claiming the hand 
of another when his own vas ſufficient for 
the undertaking he had in view]; for ſin- 
cerely did he deſpiſe thoſe weak effemi- 
nate beings, who, unfit for every human 
funbtion, ſuffer others to think and att for 
hem. By theſe means, and by a labori- 
| ous, aQtive, and at the ſame time a pious life, 
which he had led from his earlieſt youth, 
be acquired the habit of meeting ever 
event with calmneſa, of ſhrinking at no 
danger however great, and of applying on 
| the inſtant the whole force of his mind 
either to the averting or ſurmounting it. 
—᷑hus, my children, muſt your eg 
Vor. I. 8 1 
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. yourſelves, if you would become ſuch men 
ar Columbus: | 
Theophilus, And be affured, father, we 
will endeavour to profit by his example. 
Frederic. (To the ſervant.) Jane, do not 
to-morrow morning think of helping me to 
lace: my ſpatterdaſhes, nere 
them myſelf; do you hear? 5 
Jane. Oh, never fear; 4 ſhall n. preſs 
on 
Frederic. I would not have you. Papa, 
ſhould I not lace them myſelf ? 
+ Fhe Father. Certainly, if you would be- 
come a Columbus; if indeed you mean to 
pals. your: life like an old woman at | your 
fire-fide, it is another thing. : 
Frederic. Oh, fye, Papa! how can you 
think of ſuch a thing? 
wo rr ve ole: 
fight of Columbus; I am on thorns to 
know what will become of him. 
Tie Father. 1 will continue, then: The 
tempoſt Bill raged with un former violence, 
1 | | : * 
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and to augment the terrors of death which 
they every moment expected, the darkeſt 
and moft horrible night ſucceeded ;. not a 
far, whofe benign luſtre could convey a 
ray of into their depreſſed hearts, was 
to be ſeen; the thickeſt gloom obſcured 
both heaven and earth, and the ſtorm during 
the whole night. abated' not an inſtant its 
terrors: Thus ſcarcely breathing | they 
continued floating ous life bras cteath; 
ein at length 
A re the Children; Ob, poor onen. 
bus 7 
The Father. Till at lenge my chile; 5 
this dreadful night being paſt, the firſt rays. 
of the ſun returned, and, to the inexpreſ* - 
fible tranſports | of the crew, recalled: them 
to life and hope, by the diſcovery of a dif- 
tant fand which appeated to riſe out of TP 
the boſom of the ocean, 8 A 
The Children. -Oh, how rejoices they 
muſt have been! IN 
Tie Father,” At firſt the Adinieat hi mſelf 
could not determine what this land was; 
G's 2 ; but 


- 
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but on approaching nearer he found it to 
be one, of the Azores.  .. 

Chriſtian. Heaven be miles they are 

| afe I was in terrible fear for them. 


Die Father. They are not yet ſo, dear 


- Chriſtian. . Though the land was before 
them, the wind, which continued its vio- 
lence, rendered the approach to the coaſt ſo 
extremely dangerqus, that, notwithſtanding 
the ardent deſire every one had once more 
to diſembark, they were conſtrained to paſs 
four; days langer in tacking and manecu- 


| vidng a the midſt of the dangers that ſur- 
Tounded them. "The Pinta had diſap- 
2 peared; and it was doubtful whether ſhe 
had periſhed, or whether Pinzon, profit- 
ing a ſecond time by the obſcurity and the 
tempeſt, had not deſerted the Admiral to 
carry into Spain the firſt tidings of the new 
diſcoveries. - e aft 
| At length the weather 88 3 
What calm, the Admiral embraced the mo- 
ment to gain the ſhore, and caſt anchor. 
"Tbs e op Hacked to bim with 
the 
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he view of ſelling them refreſhments, and 
of informing themſelves at the ſame time 
whence they came, and whither they were 
| bound. As Columbus underſtood from 
them, that at a ſhort diſtance from the 
coaſt there was a chapel dedicated to the 
Virgin, he permitted half of his crew to 
land in order to perform their vow of pil- 
grimage: wich reſpeA to himſelf, exhauſted 
vich fatigue and watching, he wWas forced 
, to remain on board; but he ordered thoſe | 
who left the ſhip to return as ſoon as poſ- 
| fible, that their comrades might alſo aequit 
themſelves of the ſame devotional att. 
Having promiſed to attend to theſe orders, 
che whole party ſet forward bare-foot, and 
marched in proceſſion towards the chapel. _ 
Their return was expected in the courſe of. 
a. few! hours; but Columbus was not a 
little - ſurpriſed, when two hours after 
the expected period elapſed, and no one 
returned. Night, which now approached 
and brought no tidings of them, increaſed 
his aſtoniſhment, and gave birth to ſuſpi- 
G3 cions 
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really in the ſervice of the King of Spain; 


16 COLUMBUS, 


cions which the return of day was necef- 
' faxy to clear. Morning at length appeared, 
when the cauſe of their abſence. was no 


longer a myſtery ; for Columbus with in- 
finite aftoniſhment learnt, that the Portu- 
gueſe Governor had actually ſeized upon 


his unarmed men, and put them in priſon. 


Columbus received che intelligence of 
this treachery with the moſt lively indig- 
nation, and, as his expoſtulations were incf- 


feQual, proteſted with an oath, that he 


would not depart till he had taken a hun- 


dred Portugueſe, and ravaged the whole 
ie; a menace which had ſuch an effe on 


the Governor, that he ſent deputies to 
queſtion him whether he and his ſhips were 


and when they were ſatisfied on this head, 


the priſoners. were releaſed. It is ſaid, 
chat the Governor had received orders 


from the King of Portugal, his maſter, to 


_ ſeize if it were poſſible the perſon of Co- 
lumbus, apparently with the view of keep- 


ing him and his men in .. dur- 


ö ing 
* 
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ing their lives, that he might privately poſ- 
ſeſs himſelf of the countries he had diſco- 
vered. But this deſign having failed on 
account of Columbus remaining on board, 
the Governor judged it prudent to liberate. 
the men, and excufe himſelf by pretend- 
ing that he did not believe they were Spa - 
niards. Here again, my children, we 
ee, that what we call misfortunes are often _ 
real bleſſings, though to: our imperſeRt 
view they ſeldom at the moment appear ſo, 
A violem ſciatica deprived Columbus of 
the pleaſure of diſembarking after a long 
and perilous voyage: this he doubtleſs re- 
garded as a misfortune; but how was he 
deceived! It was to him a manifeſt bleſſing; 
for, had he been in health, be would have 
| left his ſhip, been arreſted, and probably 
paſſed the remainder of his days in a melan- ' 
choly dungeon. Happy are we that our 
deſtinies are in the bands of God, who, even 
- when he finds it neceſſary to afflict us, can 
turn our misfortunes to a wiſe and ſalutary 
end. Rejoicing i in the happy iſſue of this | 
G4 - difagree- 
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diſagreeable affair, Columbus again ſet ſail, 
hoping in a ſhort time to reach the term 
of all his labours; but Heaven had decreed 
him yet another trial. 


A terrible ſtorm again aroſe, the veſſel | 
was driven from its courſe, the ſails were 
rent in pieces, the maſts ſhivered, and 


every wave \ threatened its deftruQtion, 
In this deſperate fituation the veſſel had 


continued: forty-eight hours, when on a 
ſudden near midnight ſome rocks were 


difcerned, toward which it was forcibly 


driven. Had it proceeded in this direc- 


tion a minute longer, it had inevitably 


truck ; but that preſence of mind which 


never deſerted Columbus in the moment 
of danger, enabled him to double the 


cape, and by theſe means happily to ſave 


the veſſel, and all that it contained. He 
ſoon diſcovered that he was on the coaſt 


of Portugal, at the mouth of the river Ta- 
gus, where he at length caſt anchor. 
At day-break he diſpatched a courier to 


12 Court of e to acquaint the King 


of 
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of Spain with his ſafe arrival; and another to 
| Liſbon, to aſk permiſſion of his Portugueſe | 
_ Majeſty to proceed up the river to the 
city, in order to refit. Leave being grant- 
ed, he immediately ſailed for Liſbon; where 
the news of the arrival of a veſſel after 
ſo ſurpriſing a voyage was no ſooner 
known, than the inhabitants flocked in 
crowds to the port. The ſhore ſwarmed 
with men, and the river with barks every 
one ardently deſiring to behold this extra- 
ordinary man, who had projected and ac- 
compliſned fo ſtupendous and hazardous 
an enterprife. Some congratulated him 
on his ſucceſs; while others lamented the 
misfortune of their country in rejecting 
the overtures of ſo elevated a genius. The 
King of Portugal himſelf could no longer 
refuſe Columbus his elleem, although he 
with regret. foreſaw the prodigious increaſe 
of riches and power which Spain would ; 
derive by his means; advantages which, 
miſled by evil . councils, he had rejected 
vin ſo little conſideration. He gave. or- 
win WEST TORI 
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ders that all eds honours ſhould be 
paid him; that he ſhould be furniſhed with 
refreſhments; and wrote with his own hand 
to requeſt that, he would viſit him. Co- 
lumbus haſtened to attend the invitation, 
and on his arrival found the whole Court, 
by the expreſs order of the King, aſſem- 
bled. The King, during the interview, 
inſiſted upon his being ſeated, and diſ- 
courting with his head covered; while he 

| liſtened tothe account of his diſcoveries, and 
« alternately teſtified the greateſt admiration 

and the moſt lively regret. Columbus, on 
his ſide, modeſtly enjoyed the ſatisfaQion 
of ſeeing thoſe unworthy paraſites who had 
| formerly brow-beaten and ridiculed him as 
a yain projector, now dazzled with the eclat 
of his exploits, and overwhelmed with 
ſhame and confuſion at the recollection of 
the indignities they had made him ſuffer. 
The King by the flattering propoſals . 
endeavoured to engage him in his ſervice : 
but all was in vain + ſuch was the integrity 
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52 i With 


Po 


COLUMBUS. 13t 


with the half of his kingdom, bis fidelity 
would have remained unſhaken towards 
the country to the ſervice of which he 
had now wholly devoted himſelf. | 

The Mother. Excellent man ! 

| The Father. At length, having taken a 
reſpeQful farewell of the King, and the 
moſt neceſſary repairs of his ſhip being 
completed, he ſet ſail, and ſteered toward 
the ſame Spaniſh port from which he had 
departed. He arrived there on the 15th 
of May 1493, after an abſence: in all of 
ſeven months and eleven days. There we 
will leave him to repoſe after his fatigues. 
To-morrow I will give you an account ol 
his landing. 
Peter. Oh, that will be delightful? It 
muſt be intereſting; I 1 wiſh to-mor- : A 
row were come. . 
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2 DIALOGUE IX. 


| N ICHOLAS. Well, my Gant father, i is 
not Columbus going to land ? 

_ The Father. All in good time, Nicholas; 
we muſt firſt ſee him enter Port de. Palos. 
Scarcely had news arrived of the approach 
of his veſſel, when all the inhabitants 

flocked thither to convince themſelves that 
ſo agreeable a report was not a deluſion, 
The veſlel ſoon approached ſufficiently near 
for one to diſcern upon the deck a ſon, 0 
another a brother, a third a friend, a fourth 
a huſband; then was the air rent with joy- l 
ful acclamations, then did a thouſand beat- 
ing boſoms preſs forward to welcome with 4 
tears of joy the dear objeds of their long 
ſolicitude. | 
Columbus landed amidſt the noiſe of the 
artillery of the place, the ringing of bells, 
25 and 
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and the acclamations of the multitude. 
Far from preſuming on the honours that 
were paid him, his firſt care was to acknow- 
ledge publicly that the glory of the enter- 
priſe was not due to him but to the Al- 
mighty, who had crowned it with ſucceſs. 
With this view he immediately proceeded 
to the church, in which before his departure 
he had implored the aſſiſtance of the moſt 
High, attended by his crew and all the in- 
habitants of the town, who accompanied 
him in proceſſion. Having acquitted him- 
ſelf of this duty, he ſet out for Barcelona, 
a city of — __. | 

Nicholas. Catalonia, laber a | province 
of Spain: is it not? ; 


The Father. It is; the Cour was chen | 
kept eie » 5 
John. But do not hiſtorians tell us, be | 
ther, what became of Pinzon??;ſß 
The Father. They do not agree in their 
accounts concerning him. Some aſſert 
' that he entered Port de Palos a ſhort time 
alter Columbus ; z others, on the. contrary, 


tell 
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tell us, that having landed ſome days before 


n 

him in Gallicia, in order to carry to the t 

Court the agreeable news of the diſcoveries, 

the King refuſed him an audience till the b 

artival of Columbus; a diſappointment di 

which was ſo ſevere a mortification to this af 

vain ambitious man, that he was ſeized th 

with a malady which put an end to his life th 

in a few days. We, an 

Henry. Your ſervant, Mr. Pinzon. ſu 

John. See what he has gained by being pa 

ſo vain and perfidious. fe 

- The Father. Let us hope that his heart | 

| was changed, and that he was ſenſible of ne 
= his errors. Columbus, wherever he paſſed, 


was ſurrounded by an incredible multitude, ey 
who repeated his name with trahſport, and 
rent the air with the moſt joy ful plaudits. 
He at length arrived at Barcelona, where 
the King and Queen expeRted him with 
impatience. To do him honour, the Court 
was ordered to meet him, and the ftreets 

[ were in reality ſo crowded, that there was 

| | - ſcarcely room left for him to paſs, I will 


now 
| 
| 
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now give you the order of his entry into 
the city. 

Firſt came the Indians, thoſe he bad 
brought from the newly diſcovered iſlands, 
dreſſed in the manner of their country; 
after them was carried all the gold, whe- 
ther -in plates or duſt; next followed 
thoſe who bore ſpecimens of the natural 
and artificial productions of the new world; 
ſuch as cheſts of pepper, balls of cotton, 
parroquets perched on canes twenty-five 
feet long, quadrupedes and birds ſtuffed, 
and a number of other things which had 
never till then been feen in Europe. Laſtly 
appeared Columbus himſelf, on whom all 
eyes were fixed with mingled pleaſure and | 
amazement. | 

To honour him in a peculiar and more 
diſtinguiſhed manner, their Majeſties re- 
ceived him ſeated on a throne which they 
had cauſed to be erected in a public ſquare, 
On approaching, according to the cuſtom _ 
of thoſe. days, he would have proftrated - 
n.. the foot * the throne; but the 
| Rig 
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| King prevented him, gave him his hand to 
kiſs, and placed him at his fide in, a chair 
that had been prepared for him. Colum- 
bus then with equal modeſty and dignity 
gave a circumſtantial. account of his dif. 
coveries, and preſented the productions he 
had brought from the countries of which 
he ſpoke. When his narrative, which filled 

the whole Court with aſtoniſhment, was 

concluded, the King and Queen, whoſe ex- 
ample was followed by the numerous ſpec- 

4ators, proſtrated themſelves, and returned 
thanks to God for having ſuffered ſo me- 
morable an event, an event that ſeemed to 
promiſe ſuch glorious advantages to Spain, 
to take place in their das. 

After this, the higheſt honours were be- 
ſtowed on Columbus. All that had been 
promiſed before his departure was now 
publicly confirmed. Patents of nobility 


for him and his whole family were ordered 


do be made out as ſpeedily as poſſible; and 
ſo highly was he in favour, that the King 
never went on horſeback unaccompanied 


co 


Pe 
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by him; an honour. which was till then 
reſerved only for the princes of the 
blood. But that which gave him more 
pleaſure than all the reſt, was an order . 
which the King gave to equip a complete 
fleet immediately for a ſecond. voyage. 
In the interim the King ſent an ambaſſador 
to Rome, to entreat the Pope to allot to 
the Spaniards (in excluſion of all other 
powers) the countries that were already or 
might in future be diſcovered in the un- 
known ocean, to be by them and their poſ- 
terity hereditarily poſſeſſed. The Pope, 
Alexander the Sixth, granted his requeſd; 
and drawing on the map a ſtraight line from 
one pole to the other a hundred leagues 
from the Azores, and as much from Cape 
Verd, decreed, that all the country that 
ſhould be diſcovered from thence veſt- 
ward ſhould belong to the King of Spain. 
Charlotte. But how could the Pope sive 
countries that did not belong to him: 
The Father. In thoſe days, my child, the 
Pope, as you know from CR a was a 


rl very 
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very powerful perſonage, who was thought 
to have the diſpoſing of the whole earth 
at pleaſure, in his quality of Vicar of 
Jefus Chriſt. A King or Prince there. 
fore, who would ſecure the poſſeſſion of 
his dominions, had neceffarily recourſe to 


the b AR un * _ It 4s not Y 


"NOW. 


Mathias. I'm gad of it; for the Pope 


might one day or other take away our 


Tube Father, In the mean while the equip- 


ment of the fleet was carried on fo vigor- 


_ _oufly, that in a ſhort time ſeventeen veſſels, 
ſome of them very conſiderable, were ready 
to ſail from the port of Cadiz, The defire 
of acquiring riches and honour led incre- 
dible numbers of all conditions to offer 
themſelves as companions of this voyage, 
and many even expreſſed a deſire of ſet- 
tling in the New World. Columbus, not 
being able to accept all, choſe out of the 
number fifteen hundred, and took care that 
_ veſſels were e with every ne- 


ceſſary, 
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ceſſary, not only for ſo long a voyage, but 
alſo for the foundation. of feveral colonies, 
For this a quantity of tools and inſtru- 
ments of every kind were neceſlary ; ſe- 
veral quadrupedes unknown to the new 
world, {uch as horſes, aſſes, bulls, cows, 
&c. ; all forts of European grain, with. the 


ſeeds of thoſe vegetables which it was ſup- 


poſed would ſucceed in thoſe diſtant cli- 


mates. As the erroneous opinion that the _ 
newly diſcovered countries were @ part f 


the Indies, ſuppoſed to extend into thoſe 
ſeas, ſtill prevailed; in order to diſtinguiſm 
hem from that already known, they were 
called the Weſt Indies, the route towards 
' them being weſtward; Proper India was, 
on the contrary, from that time called 2 
* Indies. 
- Chriſtian. But all Aube is not called 
the Weſt Indies? | 
The Father. No: under 12 a 
tion are now only comprehended the Ame 
rican iſlands, ſnuated in che ' great | Gulf of 
| Mexico, 


- 


1 in a freſh ſtore of water and wood, and 
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be; 
-Mexico. But to proceed: The prepara- ill 
tions for their departure being completed, be 


the fleet ſailed out of the port of Cadiz. ( 
the 25th of September. Columbus as be. 
fore ſteered to the Canaries, where be caſt 
anchor the gth of October. Here he laid 


took on board more quadrupedes, eſpe- 

- cially hege. From theſe hogs, which em. 
barked at the Canaries, deſcend all thoſe 

| which to this day exiſt in America. 

_. Theophilus, But others mi üght de taken 

there afterwards, 

Tue Father, Your remark wal; Theo« 
philus; and ſhould the American hogs 
_ preſume on the antiquity of their origin, 
it might eaſily be- contended; The folly 
of the poor animals however, ſuppoſing 
them ſuſceptible of it, may be excuſed; 
but if a man, however high his deſcent, 
_ were ſo abſurd as to arrogate to himſelt 
any merit on this account, the poor lu- 
natic ſhould be bled and pbyliced, till, 
TREE bh being 


me 


\ 


being reſtored to his baden he learns that 
illuſtrious anceſtors make him not a whit 
better than other men. | 
Columbus and his ſuite ſailed from the 
Canaries the third day, and the wind con- 
tinuing ſtill favourable, they made in 
twenty days eight hundred ſea leagues: in 
this courſe ſo. little worth obſervation oc- 
curred, that without farther ceremony they 
| ſhall diſembark. On the ſecond: of No- 
vember therefore, only twenty-ſix days 
after their departure from Spain, they caſt 
anchor at an iſle to which Columbus gave 
the name of Dominica, the day of its diſ- 
covery being Sunday, which you know in 
Latin is equally Dies Dominica, or the 
Lord's day ; and Dies S or the day of 
the Sun. | 
Charles. Is it not one of thelittle Antilles bY 
or Caraibee ifles, which the F rench i in the : 
| lalt war took from the Engliſh? ); 
e n it is; look ut it on the 
map. 56d Is -- 
The kale. Not fading the roads here , 
'S - very 


— 
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very ſafe, Columbus ſoon again ſet fail; 
and ſhortly after diſcovered feveral other 
ſmall iſles, the moſt conſiderable of which 
was. Marie Galante, 


John. I never heard it ſpoken, of i in our 


geographical leſſons. 
The Father. Now then, dit it; it 


belongs to the F rench. OBE Nn 
which now—— _ 
- Fheophalus.. Belongs to the French alſo. 
The Father. Columbus called it ſo, be- 
cauſe he had promiſed the monks of a 
convent in Spain, that he would beſtow 
the name of their abode: on ſome one of 
the ifles he ſnould in future diſcover. Next, 
Antigua 
Ferdinand. Now NR to he En- 
: gliſh. 


Nie Father, Then Porto Rico, which, 4 


you know, is to this day poffeſſed by the 
- Spaniards, Laſtly, Martinico, on which the 


Engliſh have lately feized. On the coaſt 
of Gugdaloupe they perceived a beautiful 


| _— formed "_— prodigious quantity 
; of 


* 
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of water, that iſſues from a very high avid | 
pointed rock. The noiſe of the torrent is Wo 
| ow at the diſtance of three leagues. At 


feſt they did not difcern a ſingle inhabi- 


tant, all having on the approach of the 


veſſels deſerted their dwellings, and fled to 


the mountains. At length the Spaniards, 


who: had been ſent out to reconnoitre, re- 


turned with two boys whom they had | 


taken: | theſe informed them that they 


were not natives of that iſland, but of an- 
other, from which they had been forced hy 
the inhabitants of Guadaloupe. Beſides theſe 


they found ſix women who implored the 


ſuceour of the Spaniards, informing them 
that they were captives condemned to per- 
petual flavery—it being the cuſtom of ibe 
iſlanders to roaſt and devour all the men 


whom they took priſoners i in. war, and to 


| keep the women as ſlaves. "Theſe poor 


creatures fo ardently folicited their com- 


' paſſion, that they could not refufe to take” 
chem on board. The: other iftands at 
eh 9 touched, confirmed the 


big | - inform. 


1 
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information of the - women; and the Ca- 
cique Guakanahar: had before informed 
him of the hoſtile character and barbarities 


of this nation. Almoſt in every place 
where heattempted to land he was received 
as an enemy, and he found every where 


traces of the-inhuman practice of feaſting 
upon the priſoners taken in war. They 
beheld with inexpreſſible horror the bones 


and ſculls of men who had been the vic- 


tims of this deteſtable practice, ſcattered 
round their dwellings, Theſe abomina- 


\_ tions, added to the ardent defire he had of 
returning to the Spaniards he had left in 
Hiſpaniola, determined Columbus to haſten 
his departure from theſe. recently diſco- 
vered iſles; the more ſo, as all his attempts 


to eſtabliſh a commerce with the natives 


were fruitleſs. He continued- his courſe 


therefore with all diligence, and on the 
21ſt of the ſame month anchored. on the 


_.._ coaſt of Hiſpaniola in- a road which was 
not above a day's journey from Navidad. 
bao arrival Golwnbus {ent ſome Spa- 

W : niards 
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aide on ſhore; but they ſoon returned 
to inform him that' they had diſcovered 
near the coaſt the bodies of two men, each 
faſtened by the neck with a cord made of 
the bark of a tree to a piece of wood in 
the form of a croſs; but ſuch was the ſtate 
of corruption they were in, that they could 
not ſay whether they: vere: r 
Europeans. 

Theſe tidings Sama Coluntbus rp 
gave birth to ſuſpicions which were the 
next day but too fatally confirmed. He 
paſſed. a melancholy night, and at day+ 
break deiog ive * the n of 2 
vidad ' ; 

\ Charlotte. What i is. the: wenig of the 
leigt, Papa? nh 4% 85 

Te Father, It means thas bin Ben's was 
oppoſite to or off the coaſt on which he had 
erected the little fort. Do you recollett 
how things appeared to us the day we were 
ona the coaſt of the Baltic Sea? Did: _ 
the ſea-appear gradually to riſe? with 

Charlotte. Oh, yes! den we were. at 4 

Vor. 1. II e 


146 | - COLUMBUS, 


little diſtance, it had the. appearance of a 


mountain. 
Nie Father. Well heh, ante the Tea ap- 


pears to riſe, that part of it from which the 
coaſt can be diſcovered is not improperly 
called the kezght. Columbus was ſcarcely 


arrived at the height of Navidad, when he 
ordered out-the boat, and proceeded to 
the ſhore; but what was his terror to find 
neither the Spaniards he had left there, 
nor the fort which had been conſtruQed! 
The ruins only remained, with ſome arms 


and tools broken in pieces and ſcattered 
on the ſhore. This fight alone told every 


thing ; and as a confirmation of the melan- 
choly fate of the coloniſts, eleven of their 


bodies were found at ſome diſtance bear- 
ing evident marks of a violent death. 
While Columbus and his companions were 
lamenting the fate of theſe unfortunate 


men, and the greater part of the crew were 


already thinking of the means of reveng- 
ing on the natives the loſs of their com- 
8 rades, the brother. 81 Guakanahari arrived, 


and 
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and gave à circumſtantial detail of the miſ- 
fortune that had befallen the colbny. The. 
ſubſtance of it was this: Columbus had no 
ſooner ſet ſail than the Spaniards who re- 
mained, forgetting his ſalutary advice and 
the orders he had left on his departure, 
inſtead of conduQting themſelves towards 
the natives with that humanity and juſtice 
neceſſary to preſerve the profound venera- 
tion they had conceived of the Enropeans, 
ſoon gave way to ſuch exceſs and in- 
juſtice, that the Indians eaſily diſcovered; 
that far from being better; they were even 
worſe men than thoſe of a darker colour: 
The officer whom Columbus had ap- 
pointed their commander, attempted © to 
keep them within bounds, but neither his 
Ahortations nor menaces had any effekt. 
Diſdainfully refuling t6-obey him, theſe! 
over-ran the iſland in the moſt diſorderly 
manner, deſolating it by their rapine and 
every kind of violence. Their excurſions ? 
yere eſpecially frequent in the diſtrict of 
the n of Cibao, on account of the gold 
"MS. | * 


. 
— C— — ——— — — ——— — — 
g * 
. 
* 


dds eſtabliſhment of a neu colony there; 
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chat was found-there. This Cacique, in- 
cenfed at their atrocities, at length had re- 
courſe to arms, ſurpriſed them at the mo- 
ment when leaſt expecting danger they. were. 
diſperſed inparties; and, having inveſtedthe 
fort, ſet fire to it. Part of the Spaniards 
loſt their lives in defending it, and the reſt 
attempting to eſcape in a canoe _— in 
che waves. | 
- The recorder of theſe ſad events added, 


that his brother, ever the friend of che 


Spaniards, although expoſed: to their in- 
ſults, had taken arms in favour of them, 


and that in an engagement with. the Ca» 


cique of Ciþgo he had received a wound 


which ſtill eonfined him. Columbus's men, 


inclined to ſuſpect the truth of the latter 
part of chis recital, were till defirqus of 


faking a bloody vengeance on the natives; 


but Columbus bimſelf was too wife and too 
humane. to enter inte their views: He 
endeavoured on the contrary to convince 
them. of the neceſſity there was of effecting 


of 


PU 
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of reinſtating themſelves, if it were poſſible, 
in the good opinion of the.natives, and of 
regaining their confidence. With this 
view he ſtrongly recommended to. all his 
people to conduct themſelves with the ut- 
moſt circumſpeQion. He then made 2 
viſt to the Cacique Gualanahari, whom he 
really found confined by a wound, which 
did not appear to have been received from 
a European weapon, but from an Indian 
one of wood. The frank and fleady con- 
duſt of the Cacique ſpoke for the trath of 
bis recital, which perfectly agreed with that 
of his brother. Beſides this, anxious. to 
put his ſincerity beyond all doubt, he pre- 
ſented Columbus with eight hundred little 

ſhells, to which the Indians attach a great 
value, a hundred plates of gold, and three 
calabaſhes filled with gold duſt, making to- 
gether about two hundred weight. On 
bis fide, Columbus preſented the Cacique 
wich different European baubles, which 
vere not found leſs agreeable. Aſter this 
e Columbus condutted his people 
| Hg into 
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into a more pleaſant and healthy diſtrid; 
reſolving to build there, near the mouth of 
a river, a regular and well fortified town, 
which ſhould prove a retreat equally ſe- 
cure and commodious to thoſe, whom he 
mould leave behind. No one was ſuffered 


to remain an idle ſpeQator of this labour; 


and by the united force of ſo many hands, 

in a ſhort time the firſt European city that 
was founded in the New World was com- 
pleted. Columbus named it Iſabella, in ho- 
nour of his n 90 Queen of Spain. | 


- . 1 
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Tu UE Father.” While the city of Jſalell 
was building, Columbus had to encounter 
a thouſand difficulties, which a mind like 


15 ts was alone * of ſurmounting. The 
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Spaniards, naturally indolent, and rendered 
more ſo by a hotter elimate, murmured at 
labours the neceſſity of which they had 
been too much elated to forcice. Intoxi- 
cated with the moſt extravagant hopes, they 
expected to have found in the New World ; 
treaſures ready culled to their hand, and; 
from the firſt moment of their arrival to 
have paſſed a life of afluence and idlenefs., 
How different was the reality! Condemned, 
like the meaneſt mechanics to toil, from, 
day to day, expoſed to the ſultry rays of a 
ſcorching ſun; add to this, the, bad ſtate 
of the air, which: occaſioned. frequent. diſ- | 
eaſes, and the want which now began to be 
felt, of many conveniences of life, which, 
enured to the luxuries of Europe, they, 
knew- not how to relinquiſh ; the moun-- 
tains of gold they had promiſed themſelves: 
they were not even permitted to ſearch. 


for ; becauſe their Admiral had reſolved to | 


ſee his city finiſhed, before they. vilited the 
interior of the country. 2 
Such were the cauſes of diſcontent, 8 
VE Hi . increaſed 
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increaſed every day, and at length ended 
in a conſpiracy againft the life of Colum- 
bus. "Happily the deſign was diſcovered 
before its execution. The authors of the 
plot were ſeized ; fome-were punifhed, and 
others were ſent to Spain to be tried for 
the crime they had projetted. 

Columbus at the ſame time requeſted 
of the King as ſpeedily as poflible freſh 
reinforcements, as alſo a topply of pro- 
viſions, | 

In the Aber in order to divert the 
attention of the malecontents, Columbus 
ſelekted a large party of his own men, 
and began bis march, with the deſign of 
penetrating into the interior of the coun- 
try. For this he had alſo another motive, 
which was, to ſhow the natives the ſupe- 
riority of an European army. He advanced 
therefore with his troops in clofe ranks, 
the colours flyin g. and military muſic play- 
ing, making his cavalry at the fame time 
perform evolutions that filled the Indians 


with aſtoniſhment, _ bad never be- 


fore 


TTT 


2 
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fore ſeen horſes, and abſolutely at firſt: 


thought the horſe and its rider formed but: 


one individual. After this, you may eaſily 
ſuppoſe the terror this monſter, half man 
half beaſt, inſpired. The greater part con- 
cealed themſelves in their cabihs, and were 

fimple enough to fancy they were ſecure 

by barticading the entrance with canes. 
Columbus for guides had taken with him 


ſome Indians of Gualanalhari's diſtrict. 


Theſe, whenever they arrived at a cabin, 
entered, and furniſhed - themfelves with 
| whatever they had occaſion for, the owners 
not making the leaſt oppoſition. It might 


truly be ſaid, that thoſe good people poſ- 


ſeſſed all things in common. . How differ 
ent from the 2 ok of the Euro- 


peans! 


% Oetuinbus directed his nach cover * 


rich country of Cibao, and found: the ac- 
eount which he had received from the na- 


tives'of the iſle confirmed. It is true they 

had no open mines, the Indians never hav= 8 

| ing given themſelves the trouble of digging; 
F H 3 | fop 
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for à metal of which they knew not theuſe ; 
but every rivulet preſented 'grains of 30d, 
which had: been waſhed down from the 
mountains; a certain proof that the moun- 
tains themſelves contained abundance of 
this metal. Columbus ſecured the poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſo rich a country by erecting a fort, 
and, having left in it a ſmall garriſon, ſet 
out on his return, being anxious to com- 
municate the good tidings to the new co- 

Jony. On his arrival he found them in a 
_ pitiable ſtate. They had ſcarcely. any pro- 
viſions remaining: they had not yet had 
ſufficient time to cultivate their lands, and 
the diforders to which they were expoſed, 
ima hot and uncultivated country, bad 
made a rapid progreſs. All expected to 
periſh either by hunger or contagion. All 
bewailed the folly: which had led them to 
facrifice their fortunes, their country, and 
their health, and to ſeek a miſerable death 
ip a foreign land. All joined in curſing 
the authors of their diſtreſs; the ſeducers, 
| 1 85 . ew by an exaggerated 


account 
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account of its advantages had engaged 


them in this unfortunate enterpriſe. Even 
the prieſt, who had accompanied them from 
Spain in quality of chaplain, was at the 
head of the malecontents, and endea- 
voured to ſolace his own. woes by _— 
ing againſt Columbus. 


HFHappily chis was not the firſt. aſſault 


"ba: heart of that great man had encoun- 
tered; his experience, and the innumera- 
ble dangers to which he bad: already; been 
expoſed, armed him with a prudence and 


fortitude ſuperior:to- all attacks. He once | 
more quelled the revolt, and reſtored tran- 


quillity.;- This end was no ſooner gained. 


than he reſolved; to ſet out in purſuit of 
new diſcoveries, and accordingly appointed 
Don Diego, his brother, to en in bis 


abſence. 


hand act, is SES: ($5 (1 nn 21. 1 0 
Join. No: bis name nee 


baden, 8 833.541 


Peter. (Wax ienbs fore baten 0 Eng- E 


The Father. Don westen. was his ſecond 
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Frederic. But hy was he called Don ꝰ 


"The Father. It is a term of reſpett uſed 


in — before the names of perious of 
rank. ö 
— Ob! 1 a, 28 
Tie Father, Columbus put to ſea with 
two large veſſels and two barks, ſteering 
weſtward. -- The moſt remarkable of the 
diſcoveries he made in this new ee 
| * chat of Jamaica. 
e 2 een, to >the ow 
” The Father, The : 80 cal 
8 nw at che height of this iſle, he ſent on 
boats well manned to ſoumd the port, 
- Charlotte. What does that mean, Papa? 
Mie Father.” "Nothing more chan that 
40 threw out the founding-line at di ffer- 
ent places to ſee if the water were deep 
enough to beat the veſſels, "The boats 
vere ſoon ſurrounded by a great number 


of canocs filled with armed Indians, Who 


- attempted to prevent their approaching 
land. The Spaniards having in vain eſ- 
A „ ſayed 
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layed gentle means to diſſuade them from 
their deſign, fliſcharged a fhower of arrows, 
which immediately difperfed them. 

| unn. * HY Ao 0 not 
muſtets? LIES 

Tue 8 The uſe of fre-arind ans 
yet general; the greater part of the ſol- 
diers therefore uſed only bows and arrows. 
The haven being found pratticable, Co- 
jumbus entered. it to repair his veſſels, em. 
ploying the reſidue of bis time in recon- 
noitring the country, which from chel na- 
ture of the ſoil appeared to him ſuperiar to 
Hiſpaniola. He did not fait to take poſſef- 
flon of this alfo in the name of his Ca- 
holic Majeſty. 1 21 een 

Frederic. Who was that: 

John. Don't you know that the "King 
of Spain is called fo ? 

The Father, From thenes be- called for 
the iſle of Cuba, which he had before dif 
covered, with the deſign of examining 
whether it was really an ifland, or part of 

2 continent, From this period he had a 
5 ſueceſſion 
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ſucceſſion of difficulties and dangers to en- 
counter ſuperior to all he had before ex- 
perienced Sometimes he had to ftruggle, 
in;the moſt pefilous parts of an unknown 
ſea, with violent tempeſts; ſometimes he 
was encloſed between rocks and banks of 
ſand, which every inſtant threatened; the 
deſtruQtion of his veſſels; : ſometimes; he 
Vas perplexed in ſhallows, while the veſſels 
filled with water To; rapidhy, that the. whole 
Krength:of the crew, inceſſantly. occupied 
at the pumps, was fearcely ſufficient to 
keep them afloat ; ſometimes he ſuffered | 
with his men the ſevereſi bunger and thirſt; 
and when by a happy turn they procured 
refreſhments, he was always the laſt to reap 
the benefit, ever being more anxious for 
others than himſelf. He had alſo to com- 
bat the diſcontent and deſpair of his men, 
who;-by.: the; moſt bitier reproaches re- 
venged the evils. they: ſuffered under his 
command, although he ſo generouſly ſhared 
all the privations and toils of which, they 
| eee Repreſent to youxſelves, my 
5 | cbil- 
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children, this great man, ever calm and un- 
ſhaken in the midſt of danger, endeavour- 
ing by his arguments and example to in-, 
ſpire hope and raiſe the drooping courage, 
of his companions, and judge from your 
own feelings whether the obſervation) of an 
ancient, author is not jult; viz; that there is, 
not a nobler ſight in nature than a good: 
man ſtruggling with ill fortune. In the 
various deſcents Columbus made on Cuba, 
he learned from the natives that it was really | 
an iſland. . Some parts of it ſwarmed ſo. 
with birds and. caterpillars, as to obſtrutt | 
the light of the ſun, and to render the day as 
dark as it is with us in the blackeſt tempeſt. 
On the northern fide; he found, ſeyeral, 
ſmall iſlands ſcattered, to which he gave 
the name of the Queen's Garden. One 
day failing among theſe little iſlands: he 
met a canoe containing ſome Indians, whoſe 
ſingular manner ef fiſhing deſerves to be 
related. They employ for this purpoſe 
certain fiſh about the fize of the herring 
called Kives, whoſe teeth are reported to be 

| extremely 
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extremely ſharp. ' One of thai: is ded by 
the tail to a ftring. and thrown into the ſea, 
when the fiſh immediatety as it ſees ano- 
ther, attacks it vigorouſly with his teeth, 

and the'fiſhermen. draw out their prey. 

They ſaw a tortoiſe of 'a hundred pounds 
weight taken in this manner; the fiſh keep- 
ing ſo ſtrong a hold with his teeth, that one 
could not be drawn out without the other, 
As ſoon as the fiſhermen ſaw the boats 
which preceded the veſſel, they made figns 
to them familiarly not to advance farther. 

This was complied with ; and when they 
had taken the tortoiſe, they came on board 


* to preſent their capture to the Admiral, 


who in return for this mark of reſpekt pre- 
ſented them vith ſome European triſles, 
which he knew would pleaſe them. 
While Columbus coaſted the iſles in the 
neighbourhood of Cuba, he obſerved a ſin- 
gular phenomenon, which ' ſhould not be 
paſſed over in filence ; it was, that the ſur- 
face of the ſea, to the aſtoniſhment of 


the crew, PT" in ſome Pieces ſpotted 
wich 
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with green and white, in others white as 
milk, and in others perſectly black. This 
ſingular appearanee could not be accounted 
for. At length, after a long and perflous 
navigation among rocks and ſand- banks, 
they again caſt anchor on the coaſt of 
Cuba, where they landed. An old Ca- 
cique arrived at the moment divine ſervice 
vas performing publicly before an altar 
they had ereQted-on the ſhore. Ie ob- 
ſerved all that paſſed in refpe&fal Gilence, 
and, when they had concluded, modeſtly 
preſented the Admiral with ſome fruit of 
the ifland. Then being feated on the 
ground, he placed his chin upon his knees, 
and, in that poſture pronounced, in à firm 
voice, a difcourſe, which was tranſlated to 
the Admiral nearly in thefe'terms: 

Thou art arrived in countries which 
mou haſt never before ſeen, vitk a force 
which ſpreads terror among us: learn ne- 
vertheleſs that we acknowledge in the life 
to come, two places for che reſidence or 
e one filled wich terror and dark- 

"neſs, 
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neſs, which is the portion of the wicked; 
the other happy and tranquil, where the 
ſpirits of thoſe who, love peace and the 
good of mankind will repoſe. If chou 
alſo believe that the good or evil which 
thou doſt here will be rendered to thee 
in the / next. life; I truſt thou wilt do no 
injury to thoſe, who will do thee none. 
What thou haſt hitherto done i is blameleſs ; 
ſince it appears that thy deſign has been to 
return thanks to a ſuperior, power. 
The Admiral replied, that he was de- 
lighted to find that he believed in the im- 
mortality of the ſoul; chat, far from in- 
tending, to injure the natives, his maſter, 
the King of Spain, had ſent him on the 
moſt praiſeworthy motives, to (cultivate 
_ friendſhip. and harmony among the differ- 
ent iſlanders who were peaceably inclined, 
and to correct thoſe, who, like the Caraibes, 
vere ſavage and inhuman. _ 
./\ Phe: Cacique, to whom this anſwer was 
plained. Was. affefted even to. tears, and 
. capled the Ae to be 1 chat if affec- 


Mn | tion 
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tion for his wife and children, did not de- 
tain him, he would voluntarily make a 
voyage to Spain with him. His admira- 
tion was increaſed when Columbus pre- 
ſented bim with ſome European trinkets, 
and falling upon bis knees he inquired ſe- 
yeral times whether the ſtrangers were not 
deſcended from Heaven. The continued 
and extraordinary exertions of mind which - 
Columbus had undergone: for ſome time 
paſt, produced at length the moſt fatal 

effects on bis health. A univerſal debility 
| ſeized his whole frame, attended with a 
want of reſt, which in a ſhort time impaired 
his memory. In this melancholy ſtate, as 
there was great reaſon to fear for his reco- 
very, he ſet out for Iſabella, where Provi= 
dence had prepared an event vhich contri- 
buted more to his recovery than all the: 
reſources of medicine; this was no leſs, 
than the arrival of Don Bartholomew, the 
beſt beloved of all his brothers, who had 
brought from Spain the ſuecours he de- 
enn A Ta of diſpoligion, and 

SISA | a cultivs. | 
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a cultivation of the fame talents, had ten- 
derly endeared theſe two brothers to. each 
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other : you may judge therefore with what 


tranſport they threw: themſelves into each 
other's arms aſter a feparation of thirteen 
years. I have already informed you, Bar- 
tholomew had been fent to make propo- 
ftions to the King of England, who had 
approved them; he was returning to Spain 
vich theſe agreeable 1idings, but in his way, 
touching at France, learnt that Cotambus 
bad already put his project in execution. 
Reoiced at this information he haſtened 
his voyage to Spain, in the hope at leaſt of 
making one in his fecond expedition; but 
on his arrival he found that "ns _ —_— 
failed. 
At the invitation 1 the. King e re- 
paired to Court, where he vas re- 
ceived with all the honours due to the 
brother of the man who had diſeovered a 
new world. Some time after, when diſ- 
patehes were received from Columbus de- 


en his embarraſſment and want of 


immediate 


f 


ay auth. 1 a i. 1 
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immediate ſuccours, Bartholomew, was no- 
minated to carry them; and he, to whom 
fraternal love might truly be ſaid to have 
tent wings, acquitted himſelf of ſa agree- 
able a nnen wm ne utmoſt * 


gende. :: 


He * not "RY 1 at a more 


critical moment; the preſence of a brother 
ſo aftive, ſo courageous, and ſo dearly be- 
loved; was a ſtroke of good fortune, with 
out which Columbus had probably been 
loſt with his whole colony.. . A. happineſs 
ſo unexpected ſpeedily, reſtored, his health, 
and rendered. bim capable of preventing 
the approaching ruin of his infant eſta- 
bliſhment. - The greateſt diſorder bat 
taken place during his abſence; two thirds: 
olethe colony were become! the vid ims of, 
the epidemic. diſorders which commonly 
reign in that climate. Margarita, to hom 
Columbus had confided; the command of 
the troops, had revolted, and, not being 
able to attain his endb, bad departed for: 
5 Spain 
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Spain in one of the veſſels with Father 
Boyle, the accomplice in his revolt; while 
his diſbanded troops diſperſed in ſmall 
parties over all the country, committing 
every kind of injuſtice and violence on the 
iſlanders, who, incenſed by ill treatment, 
converted their patience into rage, and 
uniting in a large body 'maſſacred ſeveral 
of the Spaniſh banditti. Theſe unfortu- 
nate events threatened the total deſtuuc- 

tion of the colony. The worſt part was, 
that the Indians, formerly ſo tranquil and 
pacific, were at length become ſenſible of 
the misfortunes that awaited them. Warn- 
ed by experience, they extended their 

vievs to the future, and ſaw with alarm that 
if theſe ſtrangers, once ſo revered, conti- 
nued long in their iſland, famine and ſla- 
very muſt inevitably be the conſequence. 
The indolent and inactive life which they 
| habitually led, together with the heat of the 
climate, made a very {mall portion of food 
| 0 h of maize and a little . 


caſſavs 
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caſſava® ſufficed themm They - ſaw'there2 
fore with infinite ſurpriſe 22 ' a Spaniard 
_ conſumed at a ſingle meat more than four 
of their own people could eat in the whole 
day. This apparently ravenous appetite 
gave birth to the idea, that the Eu ropeans 
had taken ſo long a voyage for no other 
reaſon than that of having abſolutely con- 
ſumed all the proviſions of their own coun- 
try; and that like inſeQs they were obliged to 
emigrate- in order to ſatisfy their.voracity. 
From hence they drew the inference;' that 
the produce of their iſle would not long 
ſuffice for them and their rapacious gueſts; 
and that a general famine would. not fail 
ne to rendes. 'thees to whe! moſt Eryel ; 


fi 


9d at eras on Actos); 
which grows to the height of about four feet. It has 
large leaves, and a thick ſtem; the form of its roat re- f 
ſembles the red beet, and is about five or fix inches 
in diameter. In its crude ſtate it has an unpleaſant 
taſte, / and is | unwholeſome ; but when! bruiſed or 

| pounded, a mealy ſubſtance like flour is taken from it, 
which dried in the ſun or by fire furniſhes little cakes 
that are very nutritive and . 4 
extremities... 
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with the violence they! daily experienced 
from the Spaniards, convinced them they 
muſt either throw off the yoke immedi. 
ately, or ſubmit to it for ever. They had 
the courage to attempt. the firſt; and ac- 


cordingly took up arms, united under 


their Caciques, and by the junftion of 
theſe Sevens en _—_— a numerous 
Army. | 
Such was the! late a co. 
lumbus returned to Iſabella. All was in 
confuſion, all announced war and carnage. 
The whole nation of Haittens, except Gua- 
lanalari, who remained conſtantly attached 
to the Spaniards, was under arms, and 
ready to fall upon the handful of men who 
oppreſſed them. Their numbers, it is ſaid, 
| amounted” to a bündred thouſand war- 
riors. i . 

Coe felt ic, he danger. which 
threatened. him and his.colany, than the, in- 
juſtice by which the Chriſtians under his 
command had animated che peaceable In- 

52:9: Ke er e "Mans 


* 
/ 


extremities. This conſideration, together 


— 7 Yet ROB LE SE 
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dians DET them. The delightful hopes- 
he had formed of inclining theſe poor un- 
enlightened Pagans, by a gentle and affec- 

tionate conduR, firſt to venerate, and hen 
to embrace the Chriſtian religion, were 
now no more; and he ſaw himſelf reduced 
to the cruel neceſſity of making a horrid. 
laughter among men who ſought only the 
ſecurity of their property, their liberty, 
and their lives, againſt a band of robbers :: 

a ſad alternative for a man ſo juſt and hu- 


- mane as Columbus! 


In this deplorable fituation he received 
a viſit from the faithful Cualanahari, who 5 
came to teſtify the part he took in his mis 
fortunes, and to offer him ſuccours.. This 
unſhaken friend of the Spaniards, by pro- 
- tefting them as he really had done, had in- 


curred the hatred of all the other Caciques, 


inſomuch that neceſſity and inclination 
equally led him to fide with the Europeans. 
Columbus expreſſed toward him the warm 
eſt gratitude, and each began to ſet his 
troops in motion. Prepare yourſelves now, 


Vor. J. 5 my PH. 
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my children, for the firſt ſcene of war in 
America; for a ſcene which was the be- 
ginning of all thoſe h.rrid tragedies that 
| have ſince deluged that unfortunate coun- 
try with blood.. But an event of ſuch im- 
portance ſhould be the ſubject of a ſeparate 
converſation. | 


